
Norway favours U.N. force for Gulf 

ABU OHABI (AP) — Norway would contribute to a United Nations 
naval force y sucti a force were deployed to protect shipping in the 
wax-BnperSed Gulf, a Norwegian official said Sunday. “We find ffie U.N. 
bsk force an interesting idea and if it becomes reality, we may consider 
our own contnbufcon to such a mission" KjeH Rasmussen of the 
Norwegian Foreign Mwjstty told reporters in this southern Gulf port dty. 
Mr. Rasmussen, head of a contingency planning group set up to oversee 
Norwegian ship anacks in the Gulf by warring Iran and Iraq, was in Dubai 
on the third teg of a Gulf tour which has earlier taken him to Kuwait and 
Bahram. He is accompanied by a defence attache from Norway’s embassy 
.m London. The visit followed the Dec, 10 Iraqi missile strike on the 
Norwegian-operated tanker Susangird which had been on charter to Iran. 
The Norwegian captain and 20 Polish and Filipino crewmen died in the 
atteck, the worst tn the so-called Iran-Iraq tanker war. Iraq attacks Iran’s 
snipping lanes to impede its war foe's on exports, and farce Tehran to 
accept a negotiated end. to the seven-year-ola conflict. 




jy v 1 

\ \ 



An ini 


Press Foundation 


Peres wants ‘meaningful’ talks 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Israeb' Foreign Minister Shimon Peres on 
Sunday called for “meaningful negotiations” between Israel and the 
Arabs to resolve the continuing protests in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Peres, interviewed on the ABC television news 
programme “This Week with David Brinkley.” urged discussions to 
resolve the Palestinian protests. “1 think what we have now to start is 
meaningful negotiations and I do believe that the negotiations will result 
with some solutions that nobody has suggested until now, because in 
addition to the partition of the land, you can have other solutions like a 
federation, a confederation, sharing the government,” Peres said. "Look, 
let’s face it. We are in a terribly complicated situation. There is no simple 
solution. Whoever will try to proceed the solution before the negotiations 
will fail,” he said. The foreign minister urged directing all energy towards 
negotiations to end the Mideast conflict. 
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Crown Prince meets 
Omani minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Higimess Crown Prince Hassan 
received Oman's minister of state 
for defence, A1 Mutasem Ibn 
Hmoud AI Bousaidi and discus- 
sed with him Jordanian-Omani 
relations in various fields. Prince 
.Hassan and Mr. Bousaidi also re- 
viewed issues of mutual interest 
and the recent developments in 
the region. Earlier on Sunday, 
Mr. Bousaidi visited the Fourth 
Royal Mechanised Division and 
the Martyr's Monument in South 
Sbouneh. 

U.S. delegation 
due on Jan. 6 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
of ten American Congressional 
staff members will arrive here on 
Wednesday Jan. 6 for three days 
of meetings with senior Jordanian 
officials. The Congressional leg- 
islative assistants will hear the 
views of Jordan regarding efforts 
for an international peace confer- 
ence, trade and commerce issues, 
regional security concerns and 
the current situation in the occu- 
pied territories. The delegation 
will also visit Baqaa refugee 
camp. The host of the delega- 
tion's visit is the Arab Cultural 
Association of Amm an headed 
Mis. Khawla Abu Odeh. 
rganising the visit is the 
.Washington-based National 
Council on U.S.-Arab Relations. 
“This visit wQl enable the Con- 
gressional staff members to better 
understand Jordan's views and 
positions when they return to 
Washington and consider legisla- 
tion that would effect Jordan,” 
said Mr. Ron Cafhell, executive, 
director of the National ‘Council 

Egyptian envoy 
to Kuwait dies 

KUWAIT (R) —.Egypt’s new 
ambassador to Kuwait, Salahud- 
din Mohammad Hindawi, 47, 
died on Sunday of a heart attack, 
the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) reported. Mr. Hindawi 
took up his post on Dec. 6 after 
Kuwait restored diplomatic ties 
with Cairo after an eight-year 
break caused by Egypt’s 1979 
treaty with Israel. 

Capncci seeks 
Jewish support 
for Palestinians 

ROME (AP) — Greek Catholic 
Archbishop Hilarioo Capucri 
marked the 13th day of a hunger 
strike in protest against Israeli 
actions against Palestinian protes- 
ters with a call for Jewish support 
of the Palestinian cause. The 65- 
year-old Capucri said Jews, “hav- 
ing for years known the tragedy 
of being wanderers and exiles,” 
should be among the first to 
understand the Palestinian quest 
for a homeland, according to the 
Italian news agency AGI. The 
Syrian-born patriarch is conduct- 
ing his strike at the Rome office 
of be Arab League. 

Iran to fly 
‘drones’ over Gulf 

NICOSIA (AP) T Iran will fly 
pilotless reconnaissance planes 
over the Gulf after U.S. forces 
deployed similar “drones,” an 
Iranian newspaper reported Sun- 
day. 
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Israeli soldier kills 
Palestinian housewife; 
occupation authorities 
order 9 Arabs expelled 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli soldier- 
shot dead a Palestinian houswife 
in fresh violence in the occupied 
West Bank on Sunday after Israel 
said it was expelling nine Arabs 
from the occupied territories. 

The killing of Hamya Suleiman 
Zarawneh, 25, in the village of AJ 
Rom near Jerusalem, was the 
first by soldiers in nearly two 
weeks. According to official 
Israeli count, troops killed 23 
Palestinians last month in two 
weeks of anti-occupation protests 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Enam, a cousin of Ms. Zaraw- 
neh and who witnessed the kill- 
ing, said a soldier fired., at the 
woman from a short distance 
after chasing a boy demonstrator 
to tbeir three-storey apartment 
house. 


“A single soldier was chasing a 
small boy... the boy ran into the 
bouse through a glass door and 


the soldier fired at the door,” said 
Enam. pointing at two bullet 
holes viable in the glass door. 

Enam, who declined to give 
her last name for fear of reprisals, 
said the soldier tried to break in 
through another , door and then 
ran around the house. tQ a veran- 
da where Ms. Zarawneh was busy 
hanging her washing. 

She said that the soldier 
apparently cammed, the boy and 
fired atMs.ZaraWneh after an 
argument in which she pleaded 
that the boy be released. 

“He apparently fired from a - 
very close distance, two to three 
metres,” she said. - 


On the veranda, where the 
washing was still hanging on a 
rope, a shoe of Ms. Zarawneh 
was seen lying, surrounded by 
several spots of blood. Relatives 
showed reporters an empty rifle 
cartridge. 

Outside, some 50 Arab women 
were circling the house and 
shouting slogans. No Israeli 
troops were seen. 

Enam said Ms. Zarawneh was 
still alive after the shooting. “She 
shouted: ‘he killed me,’ and 
clutched her throat.” she said. 

Dr. Yasser Obeid, Ramallah 
Hospital's deputy director, con- 
firmed the report. He said the 
woman was brought to the hospit- 
al dead, ‘shot through the left 
side of her chest.” 

“I understood from her family 
that a soldier was chasing a boy 
and opened fire. This woman was 
apparently washing clothes out- 
side her bouse,” said Dr. Obeid, 
reached by telephone. 

About 100 men gathered at the 
village cemetery, some digging 
the grave, while others raised the 
Palestinian flag, burned tyres and 
erected roadblocks. 

Also Sunday, the army 
clamped curfews on the Amari 
refugee camp that bouses some 
5,0w Palestinians near Ramal- 
lah, and on the Tulkarm refugee 
camp, home to about 10,000 
Palestinians, the Palestine Press' 
Service reported. 

It said that the curfews fol- 
lowed protests at the two camps. 

(Continued on page 3) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday attends meetings of an 
eight-member Arab ministerial committee entrusted with the task of 
reviewing and reorganising the work of various pan- Arab. organisa- 
tions (Petra photo) 

Ministerial panel 
begins review of 
Arab organisations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Sunday 
attended part of the first meeting 
of an eight-member Arab League 
committee entrusted with ex- 
amining the work and perform- 
ance ol pan-Arab organisations. 

The first meeting was held at 
the Royal Court under the chair- 
manship of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

The session was attended by 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 

The committee will discuss 
means of bolstering Arab econo- 
mic cooperation and integration 
aimed at promoting solidarity 
among Arab countries, Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The committee will review re- 
ports drawn up by economic ex- 
perts led by the acting prime 
minister Of Lebanon, Dr. Salim 7 
Al Hoss, offering specific propos- 
als for reorganisation of Arab 
institutions created by the Arab 
League, and ministerial councils 
and Arab federations affiliated to 


the league. 

The committee meeting comes 
in implementation of resolutions 
adopted by the Nov. 8-11 extraor- 
dinary Arab summit meeting held 
in Amman. 

The committee, which is 
chaired by the Algerian finance 
minister, includes the finance or 
trade ministers of Tunisia, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, 
Morocco, Jordan and a repre- 
sentative of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Taking part in the three-day 
meeting in Amman are several 
officials and economic experts in 
the Arab World, in addition to 
the director general of the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. - • - 

Dr. Hanna Odeh, minister of 
finance, and Mr. Mohammad Sa- 
af, under-secretary of the 
nistry of Industry and Trade, 
attended Sunday’s meeting. 
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Jerusalem 
Committee 
meets today 
on situation 
in occupied 
territories 


RABAT (R) — Islamic ministers 
will discuss the Palestinian upris- 
ing in the Israeli-occupied Arab 
territories on Monday and 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) would urge fid! sup- 
port for the revolt. 

“We shall ask for all possible 
support and help to our brethren 
in the occupied territories,” a 
PLO source told Reuters. 

The PLO is on the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference’s 
(OIC) 15-member Jerusalem 
Committee, which Morocco's 
King Hassan has summoned to 
discuss the bloody events in the 
occupied territories and to adopt 
“a clear and sound position, with- 
out any sectarian or partisan 
spirit.” 

King Hassan called for an Isla- 
mic summit last year following 
violence between Iranian pilgrims 
and Saudi Arabian security forces 
in Mecca in July but diplomats 
say the response was poor. 

The U.N. Security Council and 
the United States, Israel’s main 
ally, severely criticised Israeli 
methods of suppressing the upris- 
ing in the occupied territories. 

The Jerusalem Committee was 
'originally due to meet eight days 
ago but the meeting was post- 
poned at Saudi Arabia’s request 
because it coincided with a Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
summit in Riyadh. 

Diplomats did not aspect Iran 
and Syria to attend the two-day 
meeting at foreign ministers 
■level because of political differ- 
ences with Morocco, which has 
no diplomatic relations with 
either state. 

Jordan, Pakistan, Iraq, 
Guinea, Niger, Indonesia, Leba- 
non, Mauritania, Senegal and 
Bangladesh are the other mem- 
bers of the committee.' 


King Fahd calls on U.N. to hold 
Middle East peace conference 


lenries) — King 
’ * ' of Saurn 


KUWAIT 

Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz 
Arabia has called on the United 
Nations to convene an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East to solve the Palesti- 
nian problem, the Kuwaiti News 
Agency (KUNA) reported 
Sunday. 

“The dangerous deterioration 
in the occupied lands requires the 
U.N. and tne Security Council to 
shoulder their duties and solve 
the Palestinian problem not only 
through statements of condemna- 
tion but also by convening an 
international peace conference,” 
King Fahd said. 

His statement was contained in 
a message to the emir of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, KUNA said. 

The king also called for the 
return of Jerusalem and other 
Israeli-occupied territories to 
Arab sovereignty, and for Palesti- 
nian self-determination. 

Sheikh Jaber is chairman of the 
46-nation Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC), whose Jeru- 
salem committee is due to meet 


on Monday in Morocco to discuss 
the Palestinian protests in the 
occupied territories. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Saturday that the Un- 
ited States recently approved the 
idea of convening an internation- 
al peace conference on the Mid- 
dle East. 

Addressing a rally in Kuwait 
marking the 23rd anniversary of 
the creation of his Fatah move- 
ment, Mr. Arafat pledged- to con- 
tinue the Palestinian revolt in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. He said “weapons 
other than stones'* would be used 
in future. 

“We have received information 
that the. United States has now 
approved the idea of convening 
an international peace confer- 
ence... to be attended by all 
concerned parties Including the 
PLO,” Mr. Arafat told the 
gathering which was attended by 
Soviet Ambassador to Kuwait 
Ernest Zverev. 

Also present were Arab and 


East bloc ambassadors and more 
than 8,000 Palestinians and Arabs 
from among the large expatriate 
groups that work in Kuwait. 

Turning to the occupied terri- 
tories, Mr. Arafat said “the 
Palestinian command has taken a 
derision not to use arms during 
the present uprising in the occu- 
pied territories to avoid a mas- 
sacre planned by the Zionist 
enemy.” 

“Our people are using stones at 
present, but they will use other 
weapons at the appropriate time 
in future,” he added. 

Drawing applause from the au- 
dience, Mr. Arafat said the cur- 
rent protests by the Palestinians 
reflected determination to regain 
their rights. 

He recalled a statement by the 
late U.S. Secretaiy of State John 
Foster Dulles that “only one gen- 
eration will remember Palestine 
and afterwards it falls into obli- 
vion.” 

“I now tell Dulles that the third 
generation... did not forget Pales- 
tine,” he said. 


French go-between says 
Abu Nidal will free 2 girls 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — French 
mediator Laden Bitterlin left 
Lebanon for Libya on Sunday, 
he was assured by the Abu 


Nidaf group that two French girls 
it holds would be freed before the 
end of January. 

Mr. Bitteriin, head of a French 
lo-Arab lobbying group who 
ew to Beirut on Saturday, left 
for the Libyan capital of Tripoli 
via Rome before noon, Beirut 
airport officials quoted by AP 
said. 

“I have bad assurance that the 
two girls will be released before 
the end of January at the most,” 
Mr. Bitteriin told reporters be- 
fore boarding the Rome-bound 
Middle East Airlines jetliner. 

“I haven't seen them but was 
emphatically assured that they 
are both in very good health,” he 
added. 


Mr. Bitteriin 1 came to Beirut at 
the invitation' of Abu Nidal’s 
Fateh-Revolutionary Council 
(FRC) faction to play a role in 
releasing the French girls, Virgi- 
nie, 5 and Maiie-Laure, 6. 

They have been held with their 
mother Jacqueline Valente, 30, 
and five other Belgians. The Abu 
Nidal group said on Nov. 8 that it 
had seized them aboard the 
French yacht Sflko off the Israeli- 
occupied Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Bitteriin, a former Gaullist 
parliament deputy who currently 
beads the Franco- Arab Solidarity 
Association, met with Abu Nid- 
al’s representatives at west 
Beirut's Mar Elias Palestinian re- 
fugee camp shortly after his arriv- 
al in the capital Saturday evening. 

Mr. Bitteriin said Saturday the 
girls and the other captives were 
m good health. 


Cairo frees 
26 held after 
Friday protest 

CAIRO (R) — A prosecutor 
ordered the release on bad on 
Sunday of 26 Muslim fun- 
damentalists arrested on Friday 
during violent anti-Israeli pro- 
tests m Cairo. 

The official Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said bail for the 
2o ranged from 20 Egyptian 
pounds ($9) to 50 pounds ($22). 
It said no formal charges had yet 
been laid and investigations were 
continning. 

Riot police baton-charged hun- 
dreds of militant Muslims who 
demonstrated on Friday against 
the killing of Palestinians by 
Israeli forces in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip during 
two weeks of anti-occupation 
protests last month. 


Rifai rejects Peres’ 

claim of ‘document of 
understanding’ with 

Jordan on peace talks 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai has 
denied a claim by the Israeli foreign minister 
that Jordan and Israel had drawn up a 
“document of understanding” on the mod- 
alities for an international peace conference 
on the Middle East. 


Mr. Rifai, speaking in an interview 
with the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC) and the Washington 
Post, also said the recent Palestinian 

E rotes ts in the Israeli-occupied West 
ank and Gaza Strip were only the 
beginning of uprising of a people 
refusing continued occupation, “we 
believe that as long as there is no 
peace process, as long as there is no 
chance of a settlement in sight, wbat 
happened in the West Bank and Gaza 
was only the beginning," the prime 
minister said in the interview, con- 
ducted by Samira Kawar. 

Replying to other questions, Mr. 
Rifai said that contacts were under- 
way at various levels between Syria 
and Iraq after the reconciliation be- 
tween the leaders of the two countries 
at the Nov. 8-1) extraordinary Arab 

summit in Amman r 

On Syrian moves in the Gulf, Mr. 
Rifai said he believed that the Syrians 
were briefing “the Gulf states as to 
the results of their contacts with the 
Iranians... focused on trying to limit 
the war and not to expand it and not 
allow to escalate.” 

On efforts to bring an end to the 
Iran-Iraq war through implementing 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 
598, which Iraq has accepted and Iran 
has refused to abide try, Mr. Rifai 
said that during the recent visit to the 
Soviet Union by His Majesty King 
Hussein, the Soviet leadership in- 
formed Jordan that Moscow was will- 
ing to discuss with other members of 
the Security Council “on what action 
can be taken and must be taken in 
order to convince the Iranians that 
the only possible approach... is the 
acceptance of... Resolution 598.” 
Following is a transcript of the prime 
minister’s interview with the BBC 


and Washington Post. A recording of 
the interview was made available to 
the Jordan Times on Sunday. 
Question: The recent violence or up- 
heavals in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies seem to have died down now. Is 
this part of the recurrent cycle of 
violence in periods of calm or are they 
going to be different in the occupied 
territories now as a result of the 
recent events? 

Answer: We believe what have hap- 
pened m the occupied territories m 
West Bank and Gaza was inevitable. 
The Palestinian people have reached 
a point where they cannot tolerate 
continued occupation any more. It is 
a very harsh occupation. It is not 
magnanimous by any means. The 
practices of the Israeli occupation 
authorities are driving the people to 
-resist occupation. What happened 
was a spontaneous reaction of a peo- 
ple refusing continued occupation 
without any hope of any settlement in 
sight. 

We believe that what happened is 
another proof of what is needed for 
the necessity of keeping the peace 
process alive and as we nave declared 
time and again the only way to arrive 
at a peaceful settlement is with the 
convening of an international confer- 
ence to be attended by aD parties to 
the conflict, as well as the five perma- 
nent members of the Security Council 
under United Nations auspices to 
implement Security Council Resolu- 
tions 338 and 242. As a result of the 
heavy-handed and even merciless 
practices of the Israeli authorities 
where they even resorted to shooting 
young boys, the situation seems to be 
for the time being under control, but 
this is by no means indicative that 
calm will remain. We believe that as 


long as there is no peace process, as 
long as there is no chance of a 
settlement in sight, what happened in 
the'West Bank and Gaza was only the 
beginning. 

Q: Do you see any indications of 
some Israeli politicians getting this 
message? For example. Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres has been 
making statements to the effect that 
there is some sort of a, document of 
understanding between Jordan and' 
Israel on the modalities of the inter- 
national peace conference. Is that 
true? 

A: No. There is no such document. 
What happened was that when the 
United States was interested in the 
puce conference, the U.S. staned 
discussing with us modalities, the role 
of the conference, its competence, its 
authority (and) representation in it. 
We agreed on some points, disagreed 
on othera. and then when the Israeli 
government took such an extreme 
position against the international con- 
ference our talks with our American 
friends ceased and there have been no 
developments since then. 

Q: Why then is Mr. Peres making this 
statement at this particular time? 

A: I don’t think this question should 
be addressed to me. Perhaps ooe 
should ask him. I don't know. 

Q: So in other words there is no real 
movement as far as an initiative to 
convene an international peace con- 
ference is concerned at tills time? ' 
A: As you know, there are interna- 
tional unanimous support for the in- 
ternational peace conference. There 
is only one country that opposes the 
conference. That is Israel. And 
perhaps as a result of the Israeli 
position, the U.S. government has 
not taken a firm stand, a public 
position on the international confer- 
ence, so at the moment there is no 
movement at all. 

Q: If we could move to another 
subject, the results of the recent Arab 
summit in Amman. One of the major 
results was Arab concensus on the 
Iran-Iraq war, which Syria was pan 
of. Have efforts to bring Syria and 

n closer together progressed any 
er since the end of the summit? 

(Continued on page 3) 


21, including 2 entire families, 
killed in Israeli raid on Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — At least 
21 people were killed and 30 
others wounded in Israeli air and 
naval attacks overnight and 
Israeli warplanes staged mock air 
raids Sunday, according to re- 
ports reaching here from the 
stricken areas. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuter 
said the Israeli jets drew heavy 
anti-aircraft fire when they 
swooped over the Druze-controi- 
led village of Barja, hardest hit in 
the overnight raids, as mourning 
residents searched for missing re- 
latives. 

Police and hospital sources said 
seven infants were among the 
Palestinians and Lebanese killed 
in the raids. 

“It’s a mass burial,” said a 17- 
year-old Palestinian survivor 
whose father, mother and five 
brothers were killed. “All my 
family is buried there.” 

Three PSP militiamen and 12 
members of two families were 
killed in Baija. Police said they 
were Khalil Mshafi, 57, a fanner, 
his 52-year-old wife, and their 
five sons and daughters aged be- 
tween six and 19; and Issa Abdul 
Razzak, 36, a shoemaker, his 
wife, 30, and their three children 
aged between three and nine. 

The one-storey house of each 
of the two families, about 500 
metres apart, was demolished by 
missile hits, police said. 

The night time raid, the first by 
Israel into Lebanon this year, left 
21 people killed and 30 wonnded 
at the teeming ‘Ain Al Hilweh 
refugee camp near South Leba- 
non's port of Sidon and the adja- 


cent Druze-controlled Shouf re- 
gion, police said. 

Lebanese police said a squad- 
ron of 12 fighter-bombers thun- 
dered in from the dark 
Mediterranean sky shortly before 
midnight Saturday to stage the 
three-pronged air assault. 

As the population of ‘Ain AJ 
Hilweh rushed to bomb shelters, 
the jets illuminated the target 
areas with parachute flares and 
rocketed bases of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine-General Command (PFLP- 
GC). 

A three-storey villa used by the 
PFLP-GC at a banana grove near 
‘Ain AJ Hilweh was devastated 
by two rocket hits. Another two- 
storey headquarters was reduced 
to rubble in coastal Jiyeh and a 
third two-storey command post 
was wrecked on Barja’s outskirts. 

Baija, which took the brunt of 
the Israeli attack, is five 
kilometres inland from the Jiyeh 
habour. Israeli officials contend 
that the Progressive Socialist Par- 
ty (PSP) has been using Jiyeh to 
smuggle Palestinians back to 
Lebanon. 

Israeli jets and helicopter 
gunships also bombed Awali and 
Damour — PSP-controlled coas- 
tal areas with large Palestinian 
populations. 

Security sources said the raids 
were apparently in revenge for a 
hang-glider attack by the PFLP- 
GC in November in which six 
Israeli soldiers died. 

The assault on Barja flattened 
six houses and a two-storey build- 
ing used as a base by the PFLP- 


GC, which is led by Ahmad 
Jibrii. 

The PFLP-GC said in Damas- 
cus that three of its fighters were 
killed and six wounded. 

In Tel Aviv, the Israeli military 
reported only the Sidon raid. It 
said targets included the head- 
quarters of Fateh, largest group 
in the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), and the PFLP- 
GC. 

The attacks, which included 
coastal shelling by Israeli gun- 
boats, heightened tensions be- 
tween the PSP militia and the 
Christian-dominated Lebanese 
army. 

The army and the PSP declared 
blockades of each other’s ports 
on Saturday after the PSP refused 
to return a helicopter gunship in 
which a Drnze air force officer 
deserted to PSP territory. 

The Lebanese army kept up its 
blockade of PSP-held ports south 
of Beirut on Sunday but a ship- 
ping source said the dt-for-iat 
PSP blockade of rightist-held 
ports north of Beirut had had no 
effect. 

A security source said the PSP, 
led by Transport, Tourism and 
Public Works Minister Walid 
Junblatt, lacked the means to 
enforce its blockade. 

“They don’t have a navy, radar 
or jets that would enable them to 
impose a' blockade and detect 
ship movements,” he said. 

Mr. Junblatt rejected an army 
command ultimatum to return 
the missile-equipped Gazelle 
helicopter by sunaown Friday, 
saying “I’d rather blow it up. 
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16 killed in West German 
jet crash near Turkish coast 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The Transportation 
Minister said early Sunday that officials would 
investigate the possibility that sabotage was re- 
sponsible for the crash of a West German charter 
plane carrying 16 people, according to press reports. 


The Minister, Ekrem Pakde- 
mirii, told the semi-official Ana- 
tolia News Agency on Sunday 
that because of allegations that 
the Boeing 737 exploded in the 
air, officials would investigate the 
possibility of a sabotage. Pakde- 
mirli flew to the accident site 
from Ankara, the capital, to 
coordinate the investigation. 

The Condor Airlines plane car- 
rying 11 Turks and a five-member 
West German crew crashed in a 
mountainous area near the Ae- 
gean seacoast, according to Ana- 
tolia and Condor. 

The news agency said the iden- 
tities had not been determined of 
the seven charred bodies sear- 
cheFs recovered Saturday night. 

' Officials said they would re- 
sume recovery operations in the 
morning after calling off the 
search in the early morning hours 
due to darkness. 

In Frankfurt, West Germany, a 


Condor spokeswoman said the 
flight, was en route from Stutt- 
gart, West Germany, to the coas- 
tal city of Izmir. She said the crew 
included two pilots and three 
flight attendants. 

Mr. Pakdemirli said there was 
no way to determine the cause of 
the crash until the black box 
containing flight information was 
recovered. 

Anatolia reported that an 11- 
member technical team repre- 
senting Condor Airlines arrived 
at Izmir early Sunday morning to 
investigate the accident. 

Before it crashed, the plane 
was to pick up 125 Turkish pas- 
sengers and return to Stuttgart, 
where they were to be employed 
as “guest workers.” said a 
spokesman for the Stuttgart- 
based Avrupa Co., which orga- 
nised the flight. 

The 11 Turks on board were 


Pressure grows on France for 
return of expelled Iranians 


PARIS (R) — International 
appeals and several dozen deter- 
mined hunger strikers are putting 
pressure on the French govern- 
ment to allow 15 expelled Ira- 
nians and Turks to return to their 
homes in France, supporters of 
the exiles say. 

Four more hunger strikers 
pressing for the return of their 
comrades expelled to the West 
African state of Gabon were 
taken to hospital on Saturday in 
Paris. 

Forty people have been refus- 
ing solid food for 26 days in 
protest at the government s ex- 
pulsion of the 15 on Dec. 8 on 
grounds they threatened French 
national security. 

Nine hunger strikers altogether 
are receiving hospital treatment 
in Paris. The 15 exiles are also on 
hunger strike in the Gabonese 
capital of Libreville and five have 
been admitted to hospital. 

“According to Red Cross doc- 
tors, some of these people will 
not live beyond their 30th day of 
hunger strike,” said the protes- 
ters' spokesman, Hassan 
Nayebagha. Two of the Iranians 
expelled to Gabon were critically 
ill, he said. 

Nayebagha told Reuters out- 
side the Paris offices of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, site of the protest, that 
there were indications the centre- 
right government of Prime Minis- 
ter Jacques Chirac might bow to 
the demands. 


“There have been signs that 
after Jan. 1. if the French hos- 
tages in Beirut have not been 
freed, then the French govern- 
ment may change the situation, 
but nothing has been announced 
officially yet,” he said. 

Nayebagha described as en- 
couraging President Francois Mit- 
terrand's meeting at the Elysee 
Palace on Thursday with the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, Jean-Pierre Hocke. 

“We have been told here by 
the High Commissioner that if 
nothing happens by Jan. 4, then 
he will take strong steps towards 
trying to solve the problem ... the 
meeting with Mr. Mitterrand is a 
step towards the solution,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mitterrand, a Socialist, 
may call on Mr. Chirac to pro- 
duce evidence the 15 were en- 
gaged in illegal political activities, 
political sources say. 

Government lawyers have so 
far refused to produce proof at a 
Paris court hearing brought by 
the exiles' supporters. 

Twelve of those expelled were 
members of the Peoples’ Mujahe- 
deen group, the main armed 
force opposing Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Runollah Khomeini. 

Critics have said the expulsions 
are linked to a complex deal 
between Paris and Tehran to end 
a diplomatic stalemate between 
the two countries and to free 
three French hostages held by 
pro-Iranian groups in Lebanon. 
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returning after working in West 
Germany, Avmpa spokesman 
Saim Buvukyilmaz told the 
Associated Press. He said Avru- 
pa, the Turkish word for Europe, 
organises flights for Turks em- 
ployed in the Stuttgart area. 

The plane crashed in a moun- 
tainous area near the town of 
Seferihisar around 8:30 p.m. (830 
GMT), a control tower official at 
Izmir's Adnan Menderes Airport 
told the Associated Press. 

Seferihisar is 640 kilometres 
south west of Istanbul and 40 
kilometres south of Izmir. 

The Condor Airline spokes- 
woman said the plane left Stutt- 
gart at 2:24 p.m. (1324 GMT). 

The control tower official said 
the plane's last communication 
with the control tower was about 
10 minutes before the crash, 
when the pilot said he would land 
soon. The pilot mentioned no 
technical problems and “every- 
thing seemed OK,” the official 
said, speaking on condition of. 
anonymity. 

He said the weather was clear 
enough for a safe flight despite 
rain. 


Mehmet Derair, a local pro- 
secutor who was part of the res- 
cue team, said it was likely the 
airplane exploded in mid-air since 
the bodies were strewn over a 
large area. Anatolia reported. He 
said identification cards on the 
bodies were ruined. 

Osman Polat, a village head- 
man, who lives close to the crash 
site, said he heard a loud explo- 
sion that turned “the night’s 


Walsh to 
question 
Bush 

NEW YORK (R) — The special 
prosecutor in the Iran-contra 
affair is expected to submit ques- 
tions to vice President George 


Carlucci to review 


darkness into day’s birghtness.' 

Ibrahim Toprukcan, a villager 
who visited the site, said the 
plane was split in two. 

The villagers said the crash 
made a deep hole on the ground. 

Anatolia said the 26-year-old 
son of Avrupa's Turkish owner 
was among the victims. 

Relatives of the victims waiting 
at the airport rushed to telephone 
booths to call friends or relatives 
in West Germany to learn if their 
loved ones were on the flight, 
Anatolia reported. 

“It is a very sad incident, but 
we have been partly consoled by 
the fact that the plane has not 
been filled up by large numbers 
of passengers,” Pakdemirli said. 


Velayati says Iran-GCC 
talks proposal ‘positive’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran was pre- 
pared to meet the six Arab states 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) if an agenda is agreed 
beforehand, Iranian Foreign 
Minister AH Akbar Velayati was 
quoted on Sunday as saying. 

“Iran considers (a meeting) as 
a-positive step but it is necessary 
that the gathering as well as the 
framework of the negotiations be 
agreed in advance,” Mr. Velayati 
said in a report carried by the 
Iranian News Agency (IRNA). 

GCC states back Iraq in the 


seven-year-old Gulf war but they 
agreed at a summit in Riyadh last 
week to maintain contacts with 
Iran in a bid to speed up a 
settlement of the conflict that is 


threatening to spill over into their 
territories. 

Mr. Velayati said Oman's 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Youssef Ibn Alawi was 
the first to propose the meeting 
between non-Arab Iran and the 
GCC, which comprise Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Oman. 

Oman jointly controls with 
Iran the Hormuz Strait at the 
mouth of the Gulf and has consis- 
tently promoted good ties with 
Tehran. 

IRNA, received in Cyprus, 
said on Sunday that Mr. 
Velayati’s remarks were made on 
television on Thursday. 


Bush on his role in selling U.S. 
weapons to Iran and may reauest 
an interview with him, the New 
York Times said on Sunday. 

Quoting Reagan administra- 
tion officials, the newspaper said 
the prosecutor, Lawrence Walsh, 
believes Bush must answer sever- 
al questions about his participa- 
tion in the sale and the advice he 
may have given President Reagan 
ahead of it. 

There is no indication that the 
prosecutor is considering charges 
against Mr. Bush, the newspaper 
said. 

It quoted a spokesman for 
Bush as saying: “I can't comment 
on any of the procedures or 
whether we’ve been contacted by 
the independent counsel. That 
would be inappropriate. I can say 
that we will continue to be fully 
cooperative.” 

Mr. Bush’s role in the affair has 
come under increased scrutiny in 
recent weeks, the newspaper 
said. 

It said that a newly discovered 
White House memo dated Febru- 
ary 1986 and released last month 
by congressional investigators, 
described Mr. Bush as “solid” in 
his support of the arms shipment 
to Iran. 

The memo was important be- 
cause it depicted Mr. Bush as 
being an active supporter of the 
arms shipments, the article said. 

It said Mr. Bush has refused so 
far to discuss his role in the affair 
in detail, saying his conversation 
with the president should remain 
private. 

The newspaper quoted Mr. 
Bush as saying last month: “If the 
price for my winning the election 
is that I have to go out and violate 
that confidence. I'm not going to 
pay that price.” 

Mr. Walsh has already sub- 
mitted a series of written ques- 
tions to Mr. Reagan and has not 
ruled out private meeting with 
the president to go over the 
answers, the New York Hmes 
said. 


Oman raises 1988 defence spending 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP) - The 
Sultanate of Oman, at the south- 
ern edge of the war-troubled 
Gulf, is to increase defence 
spending this year to a third of its 
budget despite a projected 252- 
milhon-riyai ($650 million) de- 
ficit, government sources said 
Sunday. 

A total of 532.6 million rials 
($1.4 billion) has been allocated 
to national defence out of prop- 
osed government expenditure of 
1.6 billion rials ($4.13 billion) for 
fiscal 1988, said the sources who 
spoke on condition they not be 
named. Defence spending last 
year totalled 521 million rials 


($1.3 billion). 

“The present instability in the 
region demands that the sultanate 
maintains a prudently high level 
of defence capability,” officials 
said. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci. who is due in Muscat 
for bilateral talks later this week 
as part of an 8-day Gulf tour, is 
likely to meet top Oman defence 
officials, diplomatic sources said. 
It is not known whether he will 
have an audience with Sultan 
Qaboos, 47, who is a trained 
military staff officer. 

Oil exports account for 80 per 
cent of state revenue of Oman, 


which is not a member of the 
13-nation Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

Despite its high dependence on 
oil sales to finance its defence 
programme, Oman has agreed to 
maintain reduced production of 
around 565,000 barrels per day to 
support the cartel's efforts to 
stabilise the oil market. 

The Omani Ministry of De- 
fence is buying eight Tornado 
all-weather interceptor aircraft 
for the Omani Air Force under a 
$362.5 million (£200 million) con- 
tract signed with British Aeros- 
pace last month. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Proc- 
laiming the limited U.S. convoy 
mission in the Gulf a success, De^ 
fence Secretary Frank Carlucci 
begins a four-nation tour of the 
region on Monday to assess possi- 
ble modifications of U.S. policy 
in the region. 

Mr. Carlucci will visit Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and 
Oman, as well as American 
warships, to gather information 
to take back ro President Reagan 
on how best to achieve U.S. goals 
in the region tom by war between 
Iraq and Iran. 

The United States, a proc- 
laimed neutral in the war, insists 
that the vital oil waterway most 
be kept open to shipping and 
protected against Iranian and 
Soviet domination. 

That was the major reason 
given by the Reagan administra- 
tion for initiating a mission in July 
to escort 11 Kuwaiti tankers 
placed under the American flag 
to protect them from attack by 

Iran ‘trains’ 
Afghan rebels 
on Gulf front 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
government newspaper Izvestia 
said on Sunday that Iran was 
instructing Afghan guerrillas in 
special spools and giving them 
practical battle training in the 
Gulf war. 

Izvestia quoted Said Ahmad, 
25, as saying he was among 1 ,200 
Afghans who attended a three- 
month course at a school in the 
Tehran suburb of Fars Abadan. 
They were instructed in the use of 
explosives, hand-to-hand combat 
ana tear gas defence. 

“After three months, all gradu- 
ates were sent to the Iran-Iracj 
front. This was called ‘practice’,’ 
Ahmad added. 

He said he fought in a 15-man 
unit headed by an Iranian, mainly 
in the Haji-Muran region. On 
three occasions he was taken on 
raids into the Iranian interior to 
search for “volunteers” for the 
front and to set up road-blocks. 

Ahmad said his group returned 
from the front to Tehran after 
exactly 10 months. He said more 
than 100 Afghans had died during 
their practical training course. 

His guerrilla group then slip- 
ped across the border into Afgha- 
nistan by night, he said, but he 
and other trainees, disgusted by 
what they had seen or war, de- 
cided to go over to the govern- 
ment side. 

Ahmad named the Iranian 
training installation as the 
Khatem-Ol-Anbia School. 
Formerly used for the instruction 
of Iranian fighters, he said, it 
began training Afghan rebels in 
March 1986. He was among the 
first group. 

Izvestia largely abstained from 
comment on Ahmad’s state- 
ments, saying only that the 
majority of Afghan guerrillas 
trained in Iran underwent com- 
pulsory training at the front. 


Iran, which regards Kuwait as an 
ally of Iraq. 

“It doesn't mean that there 
aren’t stiff risks over there, but we 
are successfully convoying ships.” 
Mr. Carlucci said in a television 
interview on Dec. 24, 

The Pentagon's year-end tally 
shows 17 warahips assigned to the 
Middle East Force, which is re- 
sponsible foT the escorts, plus 
eight on back-up duty in the 
north Arabian Sea and eight in 
the Indian Ocean. 

The 22nd such convoy wound 
up its 1.000 kilometre trip 
through the Gulf without incident 
on Dec. 31. Though the U.S. 
operation got off to a bumpy 
start, no relagged ship has been 
damaged while under U.S. escort 
since the supertanker Bridgeton 
struck a mine on July 24 on rhe 
maiden U.S. convov. 

However, rhe Gulf became 


even more perilous for merchant 
ships in 198/ despite the presence 
of naval forces from the United 


are perilous : 
198/ despite 


the presence 


States, the Soviet Union. Britain, 
France, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands and Italy. 

The private centre for defence 
information says Iran and Iraq 
attacked 165 commercial ships up 
to Dec. 21, when the list was 
compiled, compared with 111 in 
all of 1986. Several of the targets 
have been U.S.-owned or oper- 


ated ships. . . ■ . 

Philip torce. bead the Fed- .iff 
nation of American Coetrolfeti 
Shipping, criticised 1 

of U.S. tankers from tht escort 
operation, saying: ”It bsaria*. - 
ly suggested lo would-be attack- 
ers that these ships are fag 
game.” . . 

' The federation has urged fa 
administration to extend U.&. 
protection to American-owned « 
operated ships, and Mr. Cartoon 
vowed during his confirmation - 
hearings in November toconsafer ' 
this. . i. ' 

Independent analysis say the 
escort operation is also meant to 
restore u.S. credibility with Arab 
srates after the harm done by Mr. 
Reagan's secret arms deah* with 
Tehran and the diversion of poi- 
nts tn right-wing Nicaraguan re- 
bels. ; 

“As Golf states have become 
increasingly confident of the firm-, 
ness of our commitment, they 
have offered valuable military - 
cooperation.” Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Richard Murphy tokl 
two House Foreign Affaire paseh 
last month. . . 

This ranged from help in cleat- - 
ing mines in international waieN . 
to providing facilities to more ' 
supplies and equipment to U.S. 
forces in the area. Mr. Murphy 
said. 


160 Israelis refuse service 
in West Bank and Gaza 

By Andy Court ist and a leader of 


ONE HUNDRED and sixty 
army reservists have declared 
that they would "refuse to take 
part in suppressing the uprising 
and insurrection in the occupied 
territories.” 

The Yesh Gvul (There Are 
Limits) movements released a list 
of officers and reserve soldiers 
who signed a proclamation that 
“the uprising in the territories, and 
its brutal suppression” by Israel 
army, “graphically illustrates the 
price of occupation and the abs- 
ence of a political solution.” They 
said that they can no longer bear 
the burden of shared responsibil- 
ity for this moral and political 
deterioration.” 

The signers include Dedi Ben 
Shfrrit, a Jerusalem city council- 
man; Haim Baram, a journalist 
with: Koi Ha’fr- aiMl - Srffi Ben 
Yosef. Three majois, five cap- 
tains, and one medical officer 
signed the statement. Only one 
woman’s name appeared on the 
list. 

At a press conference at Jeru- 
salem’s Beit Agron Yesh Gvul 
activists said that this was the first 
of their petitions that was not 
directed as a request to the De- 
fence Minister but rather as a 
kind of public oath. 

“If 10,000 reservists would say 
that they won’t take part in the 
occupation, then the government 
would have to sit down and come 
up with a political solution to the 
problem, said Ishai Mennchin, a 
30-year-old Jerusalem psycholog- 


ist and a leader of tbe movement. 

Each of the signers draws a 
different line about the coruS- 
tions under which we would agree 
to do his reserve duty’, Mcnucbm 
said. Some people are wiffingjo 
serve in the territories as long^as 
they are not put in a position 
confrontation with the civilians 
there. Others refuse to put a foot 
into the territories, regardless <if 
the job. he said. 

Yesh Gvul will not activiy en- 
courage young people to refuse Ip 
carry out their mandatory ar% 
service if they must serve in the 
territories, but it will do every- 
thing it can to support those wlio 
make such a decision. 

No Yesh Gvul activists arc cur- 
rently in jail for refusing to serve, 
Menuchin said. In September, 
three reserve soldiers were sent- 
enced to. prison terms ranging 
"from a week to a month for 
refusing to serve in the West 
Bank. 

Yesh Gvul, originally a pretest 
movement of army " reservists 
against the Lebanon war, became 
a support group for soldiers jailed 
for refusing to sene in Lebanon: 
Tbe movement has more recently 
turned its attention to the West 
Bank and rhe Gaza Strip. 

Movement activists see their 
refusal to take part in the occupa- 
tion as a form of civil disobedi- 
ence designed lo break the cur- 
rent deadlock in the peace pro- 
cess's and lead to talks with the 
Palestinians — The Jerusalem 
Post 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS a.ra.-S.UU n.m. (Fridays and official 

holidays IQ.U0 a.m. lo 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE JNOS. 


CHILDREN’S 

CARTOONS 


1C video display of children’s 
at the British Council at 4:30 


ft A BBC video di 
cartoons al the Briti 
p.m. 


CHILDREN'S FILMS 

ft Children's French films and cartoons 
at the Haya Arts Centre (Jan. 3 lo 7). 

FEATURE FILMS 

* Hail Caesar at 8:00 p.m. at the 
British Council. 

ft "Guess Who's Coming to Dinner" 
al 7KW p.m. at the American Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Ccnlrc Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre,-.;.'. 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Ccnlrc 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 6442Q3 

Spanjsh Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 63977* 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Gty 667IKI/0 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 j 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium al the 
Haya Arts Ccnlrc. Open all week 9:00 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Tbe Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday al the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7J(I p.m. 
LJoas Philadelphia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Gub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 JO' p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at tbe Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Cirdc. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annundatiim (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdcn. Tel. 
637440. 

De La Salle Church (Roman Calbolic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. N51757. 
Terrasania Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcihdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Annundatioa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence lei. 601359. 
Ar meni a n Catholic Church Ashralieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra* 
fich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) AshraRch. Tel. 77 [751. 

Amman IntatHtiomtl Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information 'depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (OS) 53200-5. where h 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


09:15 Aqaba 

09--20 Larrtaca 

09J0 Cairo 

09JQ Damascus 

09 JO Muscat. Dubai 

09J0 Kuwait 

09:40 Sana'a. Jeddah 

(HhSO Dhahran 

09J5 Aim Dhabi. Bahrain 

16:10 New York 

16:45 Cairo 

17:55 Casablanca. Tunis 

18:45 Bangkok 

23^5 Baghdad 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09:30 Baghdadi IA) 

69J5 Cairo (MS) 

1100 Muscat. Bahrain (GFl 

13:40 Kuwait (KU) 

HM5 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Vienna (LA) 

00J0 Baghdad (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

O7K)0 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:60 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 


a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. anu 3:30 p.m. - 6KX) 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madnba and J crash (4ih to ftkh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours; 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 661760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours; 9.00 


denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of Uk Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
interdcnqmmaiioDal-ccumcnial En- 
glish Sendee: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Tel. 
§22605. Rev. Vcli. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
jfe^Jwints (Mormon) Td. 815817. 


11:60 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

HJ0 Paris (RJ) 

11:45 Vienna. Chicago. Los Angeles 

12:15 .... Frankfurt. Copenhagen RJ 

1*30 Cairo RJ 

»*J5 Kuwait (RJ 

19J8 Bahrain. Doha RJ 

Ifcg Baghdad RT 

2M0 Jeddah (RJ 

2»:15 Cairo (RJ 

2fc45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

86J0 Cairo. London (BA 

08J0 Beirut (MEA 

10:10 Frankfurt (LH 

I030 Cairo (MS 

10J0 Vienna (I A 

13:45 Bahrain (Cfr 1 


15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

20:15 Baghdad 1 1 A) 

Old® TSrfefAn 


PRAYER TIMES 


85:11 Fair 

06-34 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:48 J Dbuhr 

14:23 -Asr 

16:46 Maghreb 

18.-89 .Tisha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Sunday rates 

Local sdltuy rates in 6k 

Belgian franc 98.5/ 100.9 

Dutch guilder 184.8/ 187.8 

French franc 61.4/ 62.4 

Italian lira 27.9/ 28.6 

Japanese ven (for IUU) .... 269.9/ 274.8 

Swedish down 56.3/ 57 J 

Swiss franc 257/ 262 

U.K. sterling pound 616.2 626.9 

U.S. dollar 326.7/ 331.7 

W. German mark 207.4 211.3 


WEATHER 

Bulla in supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A slight increase in temperature is 
expected. Medium and high clouds will 
appear, with chances tor scattered 
showers at times. Winds will be south- 



MARKET PRICES 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


Minima*, temp. 
4/13 


- 150/300 

Banana (Mukaramar) 300/240 

Beans (broad) 450 / 380 

j fe? 001 250 / 200 

70; 40 

Carra ISO. 1 200 

gwliBwcr »|/ 50 

Cucumbers _... 250 /Mo 

Dates (box) 120U/1WD 

Eggplant (large) 71) t 40 

(small) 140 / tt)l) 

350 • 250 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Mandarin 

Marrow 

Onion (green) . 

Onion (ary) 

Oranges (Abo surra) . 
Oranges ( Sfumnmuti 1 

Pepper (hot) ... 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Raddnb 

Spinach 

Tomahv* .. 

Turnip 


130 'lftl » 4 

iSl 131' 
13) ro * ! 
ItW D 
-TW ' | Til . 
2S) 23' 
25t> yo ‘ 
3M I »» 
Hill T 
IMI um 

ul III . 
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^Home news 

^Dodta briefs British Labour 
leader on Israeli violations 

. ; v > AMMAN (J.T.) — The British international effort is how needed 
‘ jfcabonr Party spokesman/ for to establish a just and durable 
•. Vj-> fore^affairs, Gerald Kanfman, peace in the region through an 
' . ihfit here on Sunday with Minister international peace conference. 

, y . Occupied Temtoriffi Affairs Mr> Kaufman, who served as a 
Marwan Diidta for an exchange cabinet minister under a Labour 
■ ... of views on Middle East affairs, government, briefed Mr. Dudin 
Mr, Dudin briefed the disting- on the outcome of his recent visit 
ashed 'guest on the situation in - to the occupied territories. 

.■vv' the occupied West Bank and Mr. Kaufman, who arrived 
. -. ■ , Gaza Stripand foe recent Palesti- here on Jan. 1, later paid a visit to 
r--^ V man uprising against the Israeli, the Baqaa Palestinian refugee 
occupation authorities which re- camp and met with notables there 
salted in the death of 53 people to whom he stressed foe Labour 
, and the detention of hundreds of Party’s saujport for an in tern a- 
; ofoera. tional conference on peace in the 

. The minister also spoke about Middle East.- Accompanied by 
, : foe consequences of Israel’s arbit- government officials and repre- 
. ' . r*y measures against the Palesti- sen ta fives of the United Nations 
. maos in the occupied territories Relief and Works Agency for 
and its attempts to force the Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), 
Palestinians to abandon their Mr. Kaufman toured the camp 
. homeland. He said these mea- and inspected health and educa- 
sures were flagrant violations of tional services. 

~‘v all international laws and prind- ' Mr. Kaufman, a guest of foe 
ptesF Foreign Ministry, is due to leave 

Mr. Dudin emphasised that an Jordan on Jan. 6. 
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camp and met with notables there 
to whom he stressed foe Labour 
Party’s support for an interna- 
tional conference on peace in the 
Middle East. Accompanied by, 
government officials and repre- , 
sen ta fives of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), 
Mr. Kaufman toured the camp 
and inspected health and educa- 
tional services. 

Mr. Kaufman, a guest of foe . 
Foreign Ministry, is due to leave 
Jordan on Jan. 6. 





uer Majesty Queen Noor, accom 
of Health Zaid Hamzefa, on S 


Pakistani delegation departs 
after talks with Crown Prince 


AFM hits record high in value 
of traded shares in 1987 

‘Plans underway to curb insider trading’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 18-mem- 
ber delegation from the National 
Institute of Public Administration 
in Peshawar, Pakistan ended a 
six-day visit to Jordan oil Sunday 
and left for home. 

The delegation had visited foe . 
Gvil Service Commission and' 
other institutions in order to ac- 
quaint themselves with Jordan's 
public administration system. 

* Before their departure on Sun- 
day, foe delegation was received 
&t . the Royal Scientific Society 
(ftSS) by His Royal Highness 


Crown Prince Hassan. 

During the meeting Prince 
Hassan outlined the objectives of 
Jordan’s Higher Council on Sci- 
ence and Technology,, stressing 
the importance of exchanging the 
results of scientific- research 
conducted by Jordanian and 

Pakistani institutions. The Crown 
Prince also called for the opening 
of more channels fen 1 the ex- 
change of scientific and technolo- 
gical information between the 
two countries. 


Medical union urges inf I 
support for Palestinian struggle 


AMMAN — Dr. Hassan Khreis, 
general secretary of the Pan-Arab 
Medical Union, on Sunday sent 
pables to foe secretary-general of 
foe United Nations and leaders of 
international human rights and 
relief organisations urging their 
support for the struggle of the 
Palestinian people hying under 
Israeli occupation. 

.'.Following is foe text of the 
message: 

Marking, the end of the year 
1987 as the International Y ear tor 
Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, foe Pan-Arab Medical 
Union calls for your most 
esteemed person and organisa- 
tion to support by all means 
possible the just struggle of foe 
Palestinian people against the 
Israeli military occupation and 
towards the realisation of then- 
basic human rights of self-deter- 
mination and national independ- 


ence. 

In the course of this struggle, 
the recent uprising in Palestine 
has been faced with fascist, inhu- 
man measures by occupying 
troops. These measures resulted 
in the killing of teas of Palesti- 
nians and the wounding of many 
others. 

The repressive, measures have 
included: arresting hundreds, be- 
sieging camps by .denying them 
water, food and medical Supplies ; 
-mid threatening ; to’ expel many: 
Palestinians from their home- 
land. 

We call upon you to denounce 
all these inhuman measures 
which are taken against the laws 
and will of our civilised interna- 
tional community. 

We are sure that the will of the 
Palestinian people to realise their 
final aims will be strengthened by 
your most valuable support. 


Facsimile services for public 


AMMAN (Petra) — Arrange- 
ments have been made for pro- 
viding electronic postal services!’ 
(facsimile) to the public as of foe 
beginning of next month, accord^ 
fog to Abdullah AI Jazi, secret- 
ary-general of foe Ministry ’of 
Communications 
Dr. Jazi said that, initially, fac- 
simile facilities will be installed in 
15 post offices in Amman and 
other governorates, but that 
these services will gradually be 
provided to other areas, as well. 


Through facsimile,- he ex- 
plained, one can send out a writ- 
ten message through local and 
international telephone networks 
to be received in foe same form at 
the other end. The receiving post 
office will then place foe message 
in an envelope and deliver it to its 
destination. 

However, this process can be 
carried out directly between sub- 
scribers without having to go 
through a post office, Dr. Jazi 
noted — J.T. 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amman Finan- 
cial Market, which hit a record 
high in the value of traded shares 
in 1987, is in the process of 
adopting measures aimed at re- 
ducing insider trading in stocks 
and enhancing investors’ confi- 
dence, the market's general man- 
ager said on Sunday. 

Hashem Sabbagh told a press 
conference that the stock ex- 
change has also proposed an 
amendment to the Jord anian 
Companies Law, to be intro- 
duced later to the Lower House 
of Parliament, which would 
oblige companies to disclose their 
financial statements on a semi- 
annual basis rather than through 
the traditional annual report. 

‘.‘We need more frequent in- 
formation about the companies’ 
financial standing,” Dr. Sabbagh 
pointed out, referring to the 
amendment of the companies law 
which, he said, has already been 
approved by the government. 

Speaking on the occasion of the 
stock market's 10th anniversary. 
Dr. Sabbagh told reporters that 
the stock exchange was “asking 
companies to adhere to foe rules 
in order- to cot own oa insider tra- 
dag.” He. said. foaLfoe. stock ex- > 
change “has done a great deal in ' 
that direction.” 

Dr. Sabbagh pointed to prac- 
tices by some brokers which do 
not comply with foe market's 
regulations, such as charging 
commission fees higher than foe 
set percentage. He said this prob- 
lem would be curtailed this year 
by “belter auditing of their (brok- 
ers’) books." 

Dr. Sabbagh said the value of 
shares traded in the regular and 
parallel markets in 1987 reached 
an all-time high of JD 148 milli on 
compared to JD 70 million in 


1986. He attributed the increase 
in trading to the government’s 
policy of subsidising national in- 
dustry through protectionism and 
its creation of foreign markets for 
Jordanian industrial products. He 
added that incentives offered by 
the government to local indus- 
tries has encouraged investment, 
in addition to recent mergers and 
new financial policies aimed at 
revitalising the economy. 

Dr. Sabbagh expected the new 
government measures, enhanced 
by political and economic stabil- 
ity, to increase Arab and foreign 
investments in the Kingdom's 
economic institutions. 

He revealed that foreign (non- 
Arab) investment in the Amman 
Financial Market last year 
readied more than $5 million. He 
said foreign interest began in late 
1986 and increased in 1987. “This 
is an indication of the beginning 
of Arab and foreign capital flow 
towards investment in Jordan. 


The process appears to be 
accelerating,” Dr. Sabbagh 
added. 


i appea 
Dr. 


Sabbagh 


Average daily trading at the 
stock exchange, increased from 
JD 19,000 in 1978 to JD 615,000 
in 1987. Dr. Sabbagh said that in 
1978, 11 companies floated JD 
11.9 million worth of shares, 
compared to JD 343.9 million by. 
121 companies in 1987. He said 
that securities floated by public 
institutions and companies were 
JD 5 million in value in 1978, 
compared to JD 114 million in 
1987. In addition, development 
bonds rose from JD 10 million in 
1978 to JD 138.5 million in 1987, 
thus bringing the total figures 
from JD 21.9 million in 1978 to 
JD 596.4 million in 1987. 

Figures on the ‘‘secondary” 
market reflect a growth in activity 
in foe past ten years, witb an 
increase in trading from JD 5.6 
million in 1978 to JD 148.2 rail- 


Rifai rejects Peres 9 claim of ‘document of understanding 9 


Israeli soldier kills Arab housewife 


(Continued Cram page 1) 

In the occupied Gaza Gty, 
protesters burned lyres and threw 
stones at passing cars and at the 
Arab shops, forcing them to 
close, an Arab witness said. He 
said some 30 Israeli troopschased 
the protesters and arrested about 
15 of them. 

The protests came after an 
army announcement of deporta- 
tion orders issued Sunday agains t 
nine Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The army 
described the nine as senior activ- 
ists in Palestinian groups and said 
some were ringleaders in the re- 
cent protests. 

Hie orders were issued despite 
appeals by U.S. k officials who 
have said deportations violate in- 
ternational law and could reignite 
protests in the occupied terri- 
tories. . .. . 

. On Sunday, the army decided 
X- to release without trial some 100 
Palestinians who were detained 
fouing foe protests. The de- 
^ {ainees were released “after giv- 
ing assurances that they would 
not return to their ways,” the 
army saidin a statement, 
j The army statement said the* 
nine Palestinians ordered expel- 
led — &e from tiie West Bank 
. aad fourfrom the Gaza Strip — 
tare leading activists and orga- 
fosersinvolved in indtementand 
• fobvemv^activity. 

I Jordan' and Egypt have vowed 


to foil Israel's expulsion of 
- Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

In Amman , an official spokes- 
man on Sunday reaffirms that 
Jordan would take “all necessary 
measures to foil the Israeli plan. ' 

In Kuwait, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat said Sunday 
he had asked Egypt, Jordan and 
Syria to block the planned Israeli- 
expulsion of nine Palestinians. 

“I have asked the Egyptians, 
Jordanian and Syrian brethren to 
dose their borders to prevent 
Israelis from carrying out their 
conspiracy of deporting the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters as he left Kuwait at the 
end of a two-day visit 

“I received assurances from 
Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon that 
they were determined to resist 
this dangerous stop by not accept- 
ing any deported Palestinians,” 
Mr. Arafat said. He did not 
describe the Syrian response. 

The PLO has also urged Egypt 
on Sunday to dose the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo. 

Yasser Abed Rabdo, a PLO 
spokesman, also said in Tunis the 
PLO.bad formally asked foe fore- 
ign ministers of the 21 -member 
Arab League to meet to discuss 
kraeli action against Palestinian 
demonstrators in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 


(Continued from page 1) 

A: Tbe results of the summit were 
very positive regarding every issue 
that was discussed and one of the 
major items was the unified Arab 
position regarding the war in the 
Gulf. This of course implies relations 
between Syria and Iraq. As you 
know, after the summit, the prop- 
aganda attacks between tbe two coun- 
tries ceased, there have been direct 
contacts between them. We believe 
that matters are moving slowly but 
surely and in the right direction to- 
wards normalisation of relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

Q: When you speak of direct con- 
tacts, at what level are such contacts 
taking place? 

A: At various levels. As you know, a 
Syrian trade delegation went to Iraq. 
We understand there have been con- 
tacts regarding bilateral issues. I be- 
lieve that such contacts are taking 
place at various levels, and we are 
sure this is going to continue because 
what was decided at the summit was 
decided by agreement between all 
Arab countries, including Syria and 
Iraq, and nothing has changed since 
then to make us believe that the 
determination to overcome their dif- 
ferences wilTnot continue to be so. 
Q;.$yria seems to be engaged in some . 
sort of mediation effort between the 
Arab Gulf countries on one hand and 
Iran on the other. Does this fall 
within the acceptable limits of tbe 
newly achieved consensus on the 
Iran-lraq war and will that not be an 
obstacle to the improvement of rela- 
tions between Syria and Iraq? 

A: I do not know if mediation is the 
right word. You know, there have 
been contacts between the Syrians 
and tbe Iranians regarding the escala- 
tion of the war and the situation in the 
Gulf and it was agreed by the summit 
that any contacts with Iran should not 
be kept secret and that tbe concerned 
Arab countries should be informed of 
them. And I bcheve what is happen- 
ing now, is that our Syrian brothers 
are briefing the Gulf states as to the 
results of their contacts with tbe 
Iranians which are all focused on 
trying to limit the war and not expand 
it aim not allow it to escalate, and 


when we say the war, we are not only 
talking about the Gulf but also re- 
garding Iraq and bran. 

Q: In other words, the Syrian role is 
pan of what the Arabs envisage as the* 
effort to iimit the war and to stop it. It 
is not something that the Syrians are 
doing on their own and they are not 
out of line? 

A: There was no Arab decisions to 
ask the Syrians to do anything in 
particular, but some Arab countries 
still maintain relations with Iran and 
every Arab country is doing all it can- 
in its own way for the joint common 
Arab purpose or drawing this war to 
an end. This of course requires a 
change in the Iranian position. Iraq is 
ready for a peaceful settlement and 
they have made a number of peace 
initiatives and they have responded 
positively to U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598 and the Iranians so far 
refused to accept the implementation 
of that resolution. That is why we 
support further action by the Security 
Council and to impose an arms 
embargo on Iran or using any other 
means to convince the Iranians of the 
necessity of accepting Resolution 598 
and putting an end to this war. 

Q: During His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s latest visit to the Soviet Union, 
did die Soviets indicate that they were 
willing to be part of an international 
effort that would put sanctions on 
Iran to get it to accept Resolution 
598? 

A; The Soviet government has in- 
formed us That instructions have been 
issued to the Soviet permanent repre- 
sentative at tbe United Nations to 
commence consultations with the 
other members of the Security Coun- 
cil to agree on that action can be 
taken and must be taken in order to 
convince the Iranians that the only 
possible approach toward a peaceful 
settlement is tbe acceptance of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598. 

Q: What would! you say the most 
important result of the King's visit to 
Moscow was? 

A: His Majesty was invited to visit the 
Soviet Union. When he went, His 
Majesty did not only represent Jor- 
dan but also carried with him the 
results of tbe summit in Amman in his 


capacity as president of tbe summit. 
He conveyed to tbe Soviet Union the 
unified Arab position that was arrived 
at in Amman. We found thaL the 
Soviet position regarding the war in 
the Gulf and regarding the Arab- 
Israeli conflict ana the international 
peace conference to be almost iden- 


tical to the Arab! Jordanian position. 
Q: Does this visit signal that Jordan is 
drawing closer to the Soviet Union, 


perhaps at the expense of its relation 
with the United States? 

A: Jordan has always maintained very 
good relations with the two super- 
powers as well as with the other 
countries all over the world — in 
Europe, in the non-aligned world, in 
the Muslim countries, in Latin Amer- 
ica and in Africa. Therefore we do 
not look at improvement of relations 
with one country as an event that it is 
necessarily at toe expense of another 
country. We maintain excellent rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union and we 
have good relations with the United 
States. 

Q: Did Jordan conclude any deal with 
the Soviet Union to buy aircraft or 
any other weapons during (his visit? 
A: We did not conclude any deals. 
We discussed a variety of bilateral 
issues, but we did not arrive at any 
final agreements. 

Q: Lastly, there have been reports 
that a joint Jordanian-Egyptian force 
might be sent to the Guff to help the 
Arab Gulf countries to defend them- 
selves against possible Iranian attack. 
Is there any truth in those reports? 
A: Jordan considers the security of 
the Gulf states as part of its security 
and Jordan is also a signatory to the 
Arab Joint Defence Pact. Of course, 
if we are asked to help the Gulf states 
in defending themselves against any 
attack from anywhere, we will do 
everything possible to help them. 
This has always been our position, 
but until this moment we nave not 
had any request for help. 

Q: However, if you did receive such a 
request, Jordan would be willing to 
send military advisors or troops or 
whatever is required? 

A: We hope the situation will not 
arise, but ff there is such a need we 
will do everything possible to help in 
every way we can. 


Queen Noor graduates 205 
nurses; Ha m zeh points to need 
for more nursing colleges 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor on 
Sunday attended the graduation, of 205 nurses from 
the Jordan Nursing College and other nursing 
institutes in the Kingdom and distributed diplomas 
to the graduates and special, awards to those 
excelling in their courses. 


by Minister diploma to and congratulates a nursing college 
presents a graduate (Petra photo) 


In his opening address at tbe 
ceremony held at tbe Al Hussein 
Youth City Minister of Health 
Zaid Hamzeh expressed appre- 


lion in 1987. The market value of 
shares in the same period rose 
from JD 776.289 million to JD 
1,034.256 million. Outside trad- 
ing rose from JD 4.1 million to 
JD 18.3 million in the same 
period. 

Describing the stock market in 
Jordan as “a market of expecta- 
tion,” Dr. Sabbagh said that in- 
creased trading over the last 
quarter was prompted by growth 
in the construction and transport 
sectors. He said the industrial 
sector traded shares amounted to 
JD 93 million out of the total JD 
148 million. He attributed this 
large number to “sound govern- 
ment policies.” 

Dr. Sabbagh pointed out that 
growth in the transport and con- 
struction sectors was bound to 
reflect positively on the banking, 
finance and insurance industries. 
He told the press conference he 
expected better trading in shares 
this year. 

The financial market general 
manager urged Arab investors to 
“reconsider their investment 
priorities” by rechannelling their 
capital into foe Arab World 
rather than foreign stock mar- 
kets. He said incidents such as the 
Oct. 19 Wall Street crash “should 
provide proper incentive.” 

Dr.. Sabbagh said that -foe Am- 
man Financial Market was insu- 
lated from shocks suffered by 
other international equities mar- 
kets, but that a global recession 
would undoubtedly effect stock 
markets in all developing coun- 
tries. The number of Jordanian 
investors in the Amman Financial 
Market increased from 181,000 in 
1978 to 611,000 in 1987. 

Dr. Sabbagh said that profits 
on shares are exempt from taxa- 
tion, that cash dividends average 
six per cent of share prices and 
that the average price-earning 
ratio was one to 12. 


attendance at the ceremony and 
her service to Jordanian society. 

Dr. Hamzeh spoke about pub- 
lic awareness of the importance 
of nursing in Jordan’s health ser- 
vices system. 

While be noted that there has 
been an increase in the number of 
students studying nursing. Dr. 
Hamzeh emphasised that the 
country needs more nurses and 
midwives to cope with the grow- 


ing need for their services. Tbe 
minister explained that Jordan 
now has five nursing colleges, 
three of which are run by the 
Ministry of Health; but the num- 
ber of graduates fails short of the 
Kingdom's needs. 

Dr. Hamzeh said that in order 
to eliminate this shortage, the 
country requires more nursing 
colleges, as well as an institute for 
training nursing instructors. He 
said that the first institute of this 
kind would be operational in a 
few weeks. 

The minister also said that the 
Health Ministry plans to open 


new nursing colleges in Karak, 
Salt and other towns and to ex- 
pand the existing colleges. 

Dr. Hamzeh said that hundreds 
of nurses are needed to fill posts 
at health centres, mothers and 
child care centres and hospitals, 
and to assist in spreading health 
education in homes, especially on 
first aid and child care. 

The minister denied that the 
foreign nurses are given prefer- 
ence in employment or higher 
wages than the' local nurses and 
voiced appreciation to those 
friendly countries which supply 
Jordan with qualified nurses. 

The ceremony was attended by 
a number of ’ Parliament and 
Cabinet members, the wives of 
the prime minister and the gov- 
ernor of Amman, university pres- 
idents, senior Health Ministry 
officials and several members of 
diplomatic missions, in addition 
to relatives of the graduates. 


Cabinet retires six senior PSD officers 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
on Sunday decided to refer a 
number of senior Public Security 
Department officers to pension as 
of Jan. 16, 1988. 

The officers are: Major-Gener- 
al Sami Al Saket, Major-General 
Issa Al Omari. Major-General 
Mohammad Obeidat, Major- 
General Ahmad Abu Al Saud, 
Major-General Ghaleb Al 
Dmour and Brigadier Mousa 
Suweiletn Lutfi. 

The Cabinet also approved the 
draft protocol due to be con- 
cluded with tbe Italian govern- 
ment. Under the protocol, Italy 
will provide technical assistance 
to Jordan to help it restore the 


Roman ruins at Jerash. 

Also on Sunday, the Cabinet 
decided to renew the membership 
of the Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation's (JIEC) board of 
directors. 

The board includes: Dr. Mahdi 
Farhan, director-general of the 
Social Security Corporation; Dr. 
Adnan Badran, secretary-general 
of the Higher Council of Science 
and Technology; Dr. Ziad Fariz, 
secretary-general of the Mmistry 
of Planning; Dr. Mohammad 
Hourani, director-general of the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank; Dr. Mansour Al Otoum, 
director of Employment Depart- 


ment at the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Development; and 
Mr. Munther Al Saudi from the 
Pension Fund. 

In addition, the Cabinet 
approved the appointment of Mr. 
Aanan Faraj from the Arab Cen- 
tre for Pharmaceutical Industries 
to the JIEC's board of directors. 

Meanwhile, the Prime Ministry 
on Sunday issued a circular call- 
ing on all parties concerned to 
support (oral contractors. The 
circular said that tenders for pro- 
jects financed by foreign loans 
and grants should be divided into 
several tenders with values not 
exceeding JD 500,000. 


Study urgesgreater safety measures 
to reduce occupational injuries 


AMMAN (Petra) — A study 
conducted oy the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development, 
the Social Security Corporation 
j and* the' "Workers Health and 
"Safety Institute has recom- 
mended that all pnbtic and pri- 
vate sector companies and factor- 
ies set up safety committees and 
appoint supervisors to handle 
occupational hazards. 

The study, which was designed 
to estimate the cost of occupation- 
al injuries, said that safety equip- 
ment and training should be pro- 
vided to the workers so tbat tbe 
number of injuries and their cost 
can be reduced. 

Factories and companies ought 
to create a more convenient and 
safer environment for the work- 
ers, so as to help" them avoid 
injuries, the study noted. 

According to Abdul Rahim 
Abdul Jaber, director of the 
Workers Health and Safety Insti- 
tute, the study which was con- 
ducted over a period of seven 
months under the supervision of 
Mr. Abdul Jaber, revealed that 

TCC to float 
int’l tenders 
worth 

JD 100m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC) 
mil, as of February, begin float- 
ing international tenders worth a 
total of JD 100 million for pro- 
jects designed to promote the 
Kingdom’s telephone services, 
TCC Director-General Moham- 
mad Shahed Ismail announced on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Ismail said that the private 
sector will be invited to contri- 
bute to the implementation of 
these projects, which will be car- 
ried out in stages and will cover 
591 towns ana villages. 

The projects entail installing 
automatic telephone exchanges 
and nearly 100 new buildings to 
house the electronic equipment 
and microwave stations. 

By announcing international 
tenders, the TCC hopes to attract 
the best and most experienced 
world systems, to improve per- 
formance and to benefit from 
competition among international 
firms, Mr. Ismail said. 

He said that at least new 55 
microwave stations will be built 
and an additional 219,000 tele- 
phone lines created through these 
projects. 


the indirect cost of injuries sus- 
tained by workers was JD 91 ,653, 
almost four times the direct cost 
of injuries estimated at JD 
22,454. “This shows dearly foe 
extent of damage done to sodety 
as a result of occupational in- 
juries;" Mr. Abdul Jaber pointed 
out 

The study suggested that all 
companies and factories set up 
health centres or climes to pro- 
vide suffident medical care to 
workers and administer first aid 
to those injured. 

Employment of physicians at 
these enterprises would also re- 
duce the number of unemployed 
doctors in the Kingdom, the 
study said. 

It said that the workers should 
be allowed to attend seminars 
and courses on protecting them- 
selves from occupational injuries. 

The study also urged inspectors 
from the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Development to make reg- 
ular visits to the companies and 
factories to ensure that they abide 
by safety measures. 


According to the study, most of 
the injured workers are young 
people between 25 and 29 years 
old — with low incomes. 

The study surveyed 4:738 
workers, 170 of whom had suf- 
fered injuries on the job. The 
study revealed that 22.28 per cent 


of the injuries affected the eyes, 
followed by legs and feet at 15.22 
per cent, and hands, at 13.04 per 
cent. 

It also noted that some of the 
victims suffered multiple injuries 
due to handling equipment, fall- 
ing, contact with chemical subst- 
ances, fires, explosions, electric 
shocks or cave-ins. 

Some of the injuries were in 
the form of bruises, fractures and 
burns which led to bleeding and, 
in some cases, to death, the study 
said. 

Mr. Abdul Jaber said that the 
study was needed to determine 
the actual cost of the occupation- 
al injuries, which affect the pro- 
ductivity of companies and fac- 
tories and, hence, the health of 
the national economy. 


British Airways introduces new 
service for business travellers 


AMMAN — British Airways has 
unveiled a major new £25 million 
investment aimed at enhancing its 
worldwide business travel pro- 
ducts. 

The airline's aim is to attract a 
greater number of business flyers, 
who already make up a quarter of 
its passengers and provide appro- 
ximately II billion a year in re- 
venue. 

British Airways' entire inflight 
service is being reexamined to 
keep the airline ahead of com- 
petitors and to reinforce its posi- 
tion as market leader in all classes 
of travel. 

The main features of Club 
World and Club Europe include 
new separate aircraft cabins, new 
seats on long-haul aircraft, new 
airport lounges and a comprehen- 
sive range of other innovations. 

Sir Colin Marshall, chief execu- 
tive of British Airways, called the 
multi-million pound project “a 
new mark of respect for business 
travellers.” 

From Jan. 5, the present Super 
Club on intercontinental routes 
will be superseded by Club World 
— a service tailored to foe lifes- 
tyle of the long-haul business 
traveller in the I990’s. 

At the same time-, services for 
6,000 Club Class passengers ev- 
ery day in Europe will be radical- 
ly improved with the birth of 
Oub Europe. 

Seating comfort was a prime 


requirement and interior layouts 
on almost all the airline's 166-plus 
aircraft are being reconfigured to 
offer more legroom. Fixed parti- 
tions to create separate, exclusive 
cabins will replace the present 
movable curtain dividers between 
Oub and Economy classes on all 
flights. Express check-in, valet 
parking, swifter baggage deliv- 
ery, priority reservations lines 
and a host of other improvements 
tailored to customer needs are 
being introduced. Target custom- 
ers for Gub World are the world’s 
most frequent business flyers — 
usually men in the 40's, m very 
senior positions and in the topone 

S er cent of income earners. They 
y on business more than 20 
times a year and know what rival 
airlines offer. 

To cater to these valued cus- 
tomers, design consultants went 
back to basics to produce an 
“understated, contemporary style 
reflecting the intelligent thought- 
ful nature of service," right-down 
to the finest detail, even baggage 
tags. Leading young British 
artists were picked to illustrate 
menus, and inflight duty free 
goods include items chosen for 
uniqueness and looks. 

British Airways will introduce 
Oub World and Oub Europe to 
its esteemed business clients in 
Jordan witb a reception tbis after- 
noon at the Marriott Hotel in 
Amman. 
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No thanks, Mr. Peres 

THERE IS obviously a veiled threat in Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres’ new year’s remark in London to the effect that 
the alternative to entering into negotiations with Jordan under 
United Nations auspices is to open negotiations with the PLO, 
outside the purview of the proposed international peace 
conference. The question is, for whom is this admonition 
intended? If it is directed a gains t Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and his Likud bloc in a bid to make him hurry 
up and engage the Arabs in negotiations under U.N. auspices, 
then clearly it felt on deaf ears. Shamir and company are 
determined not to budge on their rejection of the international 
peace conference, come what may. If Peres' threat is intended 
for Jordan in the form of a decoy to stampede it into 
precipitous negotiations under the U.N. umbrella, without the 
presence of the PLO and the other concerned Arab parties, 
then it is also doomed to go nowhere. 

In either scenario, the Israeli foreign minister is using the 
PLO as some sort of a bogey-man to be feared by Jordan and 
Israel, and to be kept at arm’s length by both parties. 
Unfortunately for Peres and Shamir, and despite occasional 
differences of opinion among Arab parties, Jordan is totally 
and dearly committed to engage in negotiations with Israel 
only under U.N. auspices and with the partidpation of the PLO 
and the other directly concerned Arab states. No amount of 
trickery or semantics would make Jordan waver in its national 
commitment to this position, which is based on deep conviction 
and on the edifice of the latest Arab summit in Amman. 
Jordan’s position is an honourable position based on Arab 
resolutions adopted unanimously in the heart of its own capital; 
no ploy will change Jordan’s unambiguous stand on the lawful 
means to address the Arab-Israeli conflict, and notably the 
Palestinian issue, under the aegis of the U.N. Security CountiL 

No thanks, Mr. Peres, for trying to drive a wedge between 
Jordan and the PLO. It was. not the kind of signal that we were 
waiting for, especially in the wake of the uprising that erupted 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip last month. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i: Vital talks on pan- Arab bodies 

AN. eight-member Arab League committee today opens a meeting in 
Amman to examine the conditions of pan-Arab organisations and 
help tidy them over their present difficulties. This meeting, to be held 
under the chairmanship of His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, is of paramount importance because rectifying the course of 
these organisations means further strengthening the Arab League 
and giving impetus to joint Arab economic action. 

The ministerial committee, chaired by the acting prime minister of 
Lebanon, Salim A1 Hoss. group highly skilled economic experts who 
are bound to help find real solutions for Arab League organisations 


which had been encountering financial problems and find a 
for better performance of the Arab League organisation as a whole. 
This step is important because it paves the way for a successful task 
by various Arab organisations, something which gives momentum to 
inter-Arab solidarity. 

It is hoped that this committee which will take three days to 
accomplish its mission will come up with solutions to problems and 
serve as an example for more and wider cooperation among various 
Arab institutions and the achievement of stronger solidarity within 
the Arab Nation. 

AlDustour: Hopes for collective action 

THE acting prime minister of Lebanon, Dr. Salim Al Hoss, reflected 
the feelings of the Lebanese people when he said that they appreciate 
Jordan’s stand towards the internal Lebanese conflict and His 
Majesty King Hussein's endeavours for finding proper solutions for 
their problems. Dr. Hoss, who chairs a committee entrusted with 
promoting the work of Arab League organisations, said the Lebanese 
people consider Jordan as the closest Arab country to Lebanon and 
one that understands their problems in their right perspective. 

The committee that meets today faces a real hard task, but meeting 
here in the wake of a successful Arab summit should give it better 
chance for success in trying to improve the work of Arab League 
organisations. Promoting the work and performance of these 
organisations means bringing Arab states closer together through 
joint social and economic action which is bound to enhance solidarity 
among Arab states at this crucial moment. 

Success achieved by these organisations would no doubt be 
reflected positively on the attitudes and stands of the Arab countries 
because these organisations had been set up to help achieve the Arab 
people’s aspirations and strengthen the Arab League’s stand. 

Sawt Al Shaab: The shoe is on the other foot 

THE Israeli defence minister, Yitzhak Rabin, has demanded an end 
to what he called “Palestinian terrorism” so that Israel could call off 
its plans for deporting Arab youths from their homeland for taking 
part in the recent anti-Israeli demonstrations. Rabin has forgotten 
that it is the Israeli authorities which continue to practise terrorist 
activity against the Palestinian people, and that Israel’s atrocities 
have been condemned world-wide. Rabin should remember that the 
United Nations has repeatedly condemned Israel’s annexation of 
Arab land and its drive to judaise Arab territory and evict Arab 
people from their homeland. 

"Hie international community has deplored all Israeli practices 
against the defenceless population in Palestine and other parts of the 
Arab World exposed to Israel’s aggression. Rabin seems to have 

S tten that the Palestinian people's lands have been usurped by 
rces and that Arab territory had been annexed by force of arms 
and that Israeli forces continue to commit barbaric actions against the 
Arab people — killing children, women and innocent people. 

Rabin’s threats would never deter the Arab people from con- 
tinuing the struggle for freedom. 



a year to invest for Mideast peace 


IF THE political and military environments projected for the 
Middle East in the course of the new year are still unfavourable for 
convening the proposed international peace conference on the 
Middle East, that does not mean that fte parties concerned should 
sit tight throughout 1988 waiting for a breakthrough to occur. 
Rather the time provided for the parties in the year 1988 should be 
put to a positive interim use on tne basis of winch other steps and 
measures can be taken at a future date to be determined by the 
ensuing events and international and regional circumstances. 

Paradoxically, any interim solution for Gaza Strip offers the first 
opportunity for the start of chain of events and decisions which 
could propel other steps and measures that in tom could accelerate 
the peace process in our region. A mere 300 square kilometres and 
very densely populated with nearly 650,000 Palestinian Arabs, the 
Gaza Strip has acquired the unenviable reputation of not being 
wanted by any state party in tire Middle East. Often seen as an area 
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“negative situation” can become the “positive situation” which 
could snowball into something more ambitious in terms of solutions 
to the occupied Arab territories. 

To begin with, the status of the Gaza Strip is curiously 
ambiguous. Upon the termination of the British mandate over 
Palestine in 1948, control over that temtoiy was transferred to 
Egypt, which was lockedup in a state of war with Israel till 1979 
when it signed with Israel the Camp David accords. With the 
advent of the peace agreement, Israeli troops withdrew from 


By Waleed Sadi 

Egyptian territory but maintained its “occupation” of Gaza Strip. 
Yet, with the lapse of the stale of war between Israel and Egypt, the 
political and legal status of the Gaza Strip became curious. The area 
is not and never was part of “Israel” as such. Furthermore, brad 
does not make protestations to die effect that the Gaza Strip is part 
of Israel and has not even contemplated its annexation. Interesting- 
ly enough, there is an apparent meeting of the minds between the 
Likud and Labour parties in Israel on the need to keep away the 
inhabitants of the Gaza. Strip froze the main stream of Israeli body 
politics, especially because they are projected to reach the one 
million mark by the end of tins century. 

Under these circumstances, any interim solution offered to the 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip could serve as an opener or catalyst 
for further and additional interim solutions on the long road to a 
complete and final resolution of die Israeli occupation of Arab 
territories. This is not to mention that any interim solution would 
provide the necessary psychological and political breakthrough that 
the parties in the region are anxiously waiting for. It would serve as 
a beacon of hope that a solution between Israel and its neighbours 
is probable if not imminent. Besides, any such interim solution 
would be tantamount to a testing period for any other similar 
solutions that could be envisaged tor the rest of the occupied Arab 
territories. A satisfactory application of any such an interim 
solution to the Gaza Strip would surely allay fears and suspicions on 
the both sides of the fence and put to rest all remnants of 
scepticisms about the genuine prospects for peace between the 
antagonists in the Middle East. 


As Egypt “enjoys” peace conditions with feraef 
frontsTit would be in order to contem^ate the restorataarof 
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overcome, especially security considerations when ano^ii 
Egyptian “control” of the Gaza area is reinsututed. Most p 
Egypt will be reluctant to take on this responsibility oace 
The price tag to this initiative would be exuberant, to vay tne 
But in view of the high stakes involved in this proposal one F 
not expect die international community from investing 
politically and economically to make it as viable as poss HrtC; 
all any such “reestablishment'’ of Arab control and order ^ 
important Arab territory as the Gaza Strip would constitute a na® 
“movement” in the direction of peaceful resolution of bk 
P alestinian case and die Arab-Israeli conflict. This is not to ntentiflft; 
the fact that any successful application of this limited and intend 
solution would help to diffuse the over-charged situation hi fife 
occupied Arab territories as a whole. . ' 

Should 1988 become the year of interim solutions for tne- 
occupjed territories, the succeeding years could become the year* 
of permanent solutions. It behoves all the parties concerned 
therefore to invest in peace in the Middle East in the course of the 
year 1988 by setting into motion initiatives or schemes which codd 
advance the process of peace in the Middle East in the most 
practical way. Interim solutions and piecemeal approaches to the 
occupied territories could be just the right course of action to 
pursue tfil the international conference is convened. 






‘Sabbah shows a sensitivity for the 
complexities of the Middle East’ 


ROME — On the surface, the 
retirement of Italian Giacomo 
Giuseppe Beltritti, the Latin pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem, and his re- 
placement by a local-born 
appointee, Michel Sabbah of 
Nazareth, would seem to be in 
line with Vatican policy and 
ecumenical council directives. 

At 77, the patriarch was lone 
overdue for retirement and all 
over the world today, the aging. 
Italian-dominated ecclesiastical 
hierarchy is being replaced by 
younger priests. Roman Catholic- 
ism aims at removing any surviv- 
ing association of “mission” with 
colonialism, and therefore pre- 
fers the “acculturation” of reli- 
gion through the creation of 
locally staffed church positions, 
from top to bottom. 

The Vatican is thus correct in 
stating that “not political but 
religious and pastoral considera- 
tions’ 1 axe behind die nomination 
of Monsigrior Sabbah. This, 
however, does not contradict or 
exclude other equally important 
truths. 

Vatican observers have noted 
that die timing of this appoint- 
ment to coincide with Arab un- 
rest in Israel and in the territories 
is significant. “It would have 
been easy to delay the appoint- 
ment for a few months,” writes 
the Vatican correspondent for B 
Giornale Nuovo. 

“It is therefore legitimate to 
see in the Vatican's decision a 
confirmation of its position on the 
Palestinian question. It is well 
known that tne Holy See declares 
itself favourably disposed to the 


right of Palestinians to have a 
land of their own.” 

Another consideration is the 
Vatican’s long-standing need for 
a valid Catholic mediator in the 
Arab world. Hilarion Capucri, 
the Catholic Melchite bishop im- 
prisoned in Jerusalem for arras- 
running for the PLO and released 
following a personal request by 
Pope Paul VI in 1977, has, says D 
Giornale “...rightly or wrongly, 
up to now, assumed the popularly 
attributed role of representing 
the Palestinian Catholics... in an 
anti-Israel key.” 

There are signs that even the 
Vatican has come to feel that 



promise 

1977 that he would be relegated 
to purely pastoral duties) has 
’“led him in the role of 


S 


mediator. 

In Sabbah, : the : Vatican has 
acquired a spokesman and 
mediator of entirely different sta-' 
hire for die Middle East, and a 
int of reference for Arab 
itbolics. In talks he has had 
with Italian and foreign journal- 
ists since his arrival in Rome on 
Wednesday, the new appointee 
shows a sensitivity regarding the 
complexities of the Middle East 
scene. He has come for his in- 
stallation ceremony that will take 
place on Epiphany, January 6, at 
St. Peter’s. 

The national Catholic daily, 
Avaticanenire, this week pub- 
lished an interview in which Sab- 
bah speaks of the many levels of 
religious relations existing in 


Israel, “not only with one’s faith- 
ful but... with tne other Christian 
confessions and other religions as 
well. The local populations are 
mostly Jewish and Muslim. From 
a strictly religious point of view, 
relations are very good, taking 
the form of highest respect; but it 
is inevitable for one to slip from 
the religious level to the political, 
since we are speaking of a state 
religion." 

Asked to specify some political 
problems, be replied that he pre- 
ferred not to because ‘’things get 
very complicated. At the most, I 
can say that this region suffers 
from a lack of peace. My hope is 
that men of good faith will col- 
laborate to achieve peace. Up to 
now they have not done so.” 
Capucci — whom Sabbah has, 
at least up to now, not visited — 
is staging a hunger strike, con- 
suming only a glass of water and a 

C of milk per day, at the 
e headquarters of the Arab 
League. 

On December 20, be partici- 
pated, along with a 50-person 
delegation including 11 Arab 
ambassadors and a PLO repre- 
sentation in an anti-Israel demon- 
stration at St. Peter’s Square dur- 
ing the pope’s Sunday general 
audience. The pope, referring to 
“that land where Jesus was bora” 
said “that land cannot continue to 
be a theatre of violence, of con- 
trast and injustice, with suffering 
for those populations to whom I 
feel particularly close. Let us turn 
to God with our prayers so that 
the parties involved and whoever 
is capable of collaborating will 



Michel Sabbah 

put an end to this violence.” 
Capucci, that day, announced 
he “hoped to be received by Mgr. 
Achiile Silvestrini, secretary of 
the Vatican's Council for Public 
Affairs.” He was, however, not 
received, and 10 days later, Sab- 
bah’s .nomination was 
announced. 

Capucci continues to make 
statements to the press. His hun- 
ger strike is based on the state- 
ment “that thousands of my 
Palestinian brothers have been 
arrested and put into concentra- 
tion camps surrounded by barbed 
wire, just like what happened in 
the Auschwitz concentration 
camp, left in the cold, in the rain, 
without any rights. This violence 
and this repression must cease.” 
Sabbah’s approach is less out- 
spoken. He said he had followed 
recent events in Israel by watch- 
ing television in Amman, and 
“suffered for my Palestinian 
brothers” — The Jerusalem Post. 


Pretoria’s all-out restrictions fail to stifle 
black and white anti-apartheid voices 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — An ex- 
panding array of laws and 
emergency regulations restricts 
dissent in South Africa, but oppo- 
nents of the government still find 
ways to make their feelings 
known. 

Theatre companies stage hard- 
hitting protest plays, political car- 
toonists ridicule the president, 
clergymen pray for detainees at 
Christmas services, black 
township residents withhold rent 
The government, which has 
jailed thousands of its opponents 
and outlawed many forms of pro- 
test, says it believes in the con- 
t of free speech but will not 
tolerate calls for overthrow of the 
existing political system. 

Home Affairs Minister Stofiel 
Botha, in charge of censorship 
and press regulations, said re- 
cently that total freedom of ex- 
pression could be dangerous be- 
cause many blacks were “ex- 
ceedingly vulnerable to simplistic 
ideology, agitation and inflamma- 
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ations imposed under the 
18-month-old state of emergency 
prohibit calls for consumer 
boycotts, rivii disobedience and 
various other forms of protest. 

Other laws restrict reporting 
about the security forces, ter a 
range of “subversive” state- 
ments, require permission to hold 
outdoor meetings, and allow gov- 
ernment censors to ban publica- 
tions, films, plays and songs. 

But to those with sufficient 
determination and imagin ation 
outlets for dissent remain. 
Among diem: 


— The courts. Suits filed 
against the police sometimes i 
(race out-of-court payments 
the law and order ministry, which 
activists depict as tacit admissions 
of improper police conduct Even 
when the suits foil, court proceed- 
ings provide a forum for witnes- 
ses to publicize accusations 
against authorities with fall im- 
munity. 

— The arts. Although censors 
ban many works, there is still 
room for strong protest A book 
called “Two Dogs and Freedom” 
contains drawings, by black chil- 
dren, of soldiers firing at 
township residents. A song by 
white rock star Johnny Clegg 
salutes activists who died is (re- 
tention. A play last month at 
Johannesburg’s biggest theater 
complex, “You Can’t Stop the 
Revolution,” included graphic 
film footage of victims of alleged 
police brutality. 

— Campus protest. Increasing- 
ly, die predominantly white, En- 
ong univeisities have 
centres of anti-govern- 
ment, anti-apartheid activity, in- 
cluding occasional dashes be- 
tween students and police. In 
October, 20,000 students and 
faculty at five campuses demons- 
trated against new regulations 
which threaten to reduce govern- 
ment subsdies to the schools 
unless administrators curtail dis- 
sent. 

— Hie press. Hie major. En- 
glish-language newspapers, 
although contemned by some 
militants as pio-capitaust and 
overly cautious, often run edito- 
rials and letters from readers 
assailing the government and 


urging bolder radal reforms. 
Even more aggressive, despite 
government threats of closure, is 
the so-called alternative press, 
which includes the Weekly Mail, 
produced primarily by whites, 
and several publications edited by 
and oriented toward blacks. 

—Churches. Several major de- 
nominations, including the Ro- 
man Catholic, Anglican and 
Methodist churches, are at the 
forefront of the anti-apartheid 
campaign and often hold services 
with strong political messages. 
Church leaders like Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a 
black, the Rev. Allan Boesak, 
the mixed-race president of 
World Alliance of Reformed 
□lurches, and the Rev. Peter 
Storey, a white who formerly 
headed the Methodist Church, 
are well-known abroad and will- 
ing to say things that migh t land 
less prominent people in jail. 

— Strikes and boycotts. Mili- 
tant black unions have made dear 
that they view strikes as a form of 
political protest, =even though 
labour laws technically limit 
strikes to workplace disputes. 
The ongoing rent boycott, 
although illegal, has spread to 
dozens of black townships since 
its start in September 1984 and 
- has cost local authorities a$ much 
as $300 million. Activists say the , 
boycott will continue until the 
government frees political prison- 
ers and opens negotiations to p*e 
frill political rights to tire voteless 
black majority. 

— Publicity campaigns. Some- 
times risking government wrath, 
opposition groups can make 
themselves heard through press 


releases and news conferences. 
Statements from the United 
Democratic Front, the largest 
anti-apartheid coalition, appear 
regularly but no longer are 
signed. Its two chief spokesmen 
have been jailed. 


campaign was 
the Detainees 


One effective 

spearheaded by 

Parents Support Committee, a 
multiracial group, in an effort to 
win release of detained black 
children. The campaign won 
widespread support abroad, and 
the government, although de- 
nying that it bowed to pressure, 
has freed virtually all detainees 
under 17 years old. 

— Draft resistance. White men 
face jail terms if they refuse to 
serve in the military. The govern- 
ment no longer discloses statistics 
on draft resisters, but those who 
are prosecuted sometimes speak 
out against conscription ana the 
deployment of troops in black 
townships. Ivan Toms, a doctor 
who served in the army for two 

years but has refused to report for 
subsequent training camps, said 
after his arrest in November. 
"One has to make a stand in a 
civil war. One has to take sides.” 

— Satire. Hie country’s best- 
known satirist, Pieter-Dirk Uys, 
built his reputation through stage 
revues that lampooned Prescient 
P.W... Botha, among other 
targets. Trying a*hew tactic, Uys 
recently published a collection of 
excerpts from Botha’s speeches.* 
One sample: “Where in the 
whole wide world can you find a 
more just society than South 
Africa has?”- 


Iran and Iraq take 
heaviest toll of Gulf 
shipping in 1987 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iran and Iraq, 
deadlocked on the battlefield, 
turned the Gulf into the most 
dangerous stretch of water in the 
world in 1987 and wreaked their 
heaviest toll on merchant ship- 

two sides hit at least 278 
vessels and killed 108 seamen dur- 
ing the year in the most sustained 
and savage attacks on shipping in 
the seven-year-long Gulf conflict. 

Lloyd’s shipping agents of Lon- 
don reported 34 vessels attacked 
in December, the worst month in 
the entire war. 

“At this rate, we won't have too 
many ships left in the Gulf,” said 
one regional shipping source. 

“It’s getting very nasty and very 

In 1986. the toll was 80 ships hit 
and 52 sailors killed. Altogether 
Lloyd’s tallied 447 ships damaj 
in hostilities smeethe war 
over into the seaianes in' May 
1981. 

Iraq has been flying air strikes 
against Iran’s shuttle tanker fleet 
trying to ferry oil out of the Gulf 
in a determined bid to choke off 
expons that finance Tehran’s war 
machine. 

Iran has been retaliating against 
neutral shipping because Iraq no 
longer exports its oil through 
waterway, dubbed “missile alley.” 
Iraq pipes most of its oil out 
through Turkey and Saudi Arabia. 

Iran’s gunboats come up along- 
side tankers and cargo ships, rak- 
ing them at point-blank range with 


machineguns and rocket-prop- 
elled grenades. 

The Iasi confirmed attack was., 
on Christmas night, when an Ira- 
nian boat sprayed bullets into the- 
20.467-tonne Saudi tanker Nejmat ! ; 
Al Petro* just off the United Arab: : 
Emirates. 

Iraq reported three strikes 
along the Iranian coasr in the . 
closing few davs of 1987. but no. 
hits were confirmed by indepen- > 
dent shipping sources/ 

Some snips have been attacked. . 
several times. The world’s largest: . 
tanker, the 564,739-tonne Sea wise* ’ 
Giant used by Iran as a storage 
vessel at the mouth of the gulf, ; 
was hit by Iraqi jets in October. * 
and again in December.. 

Foreign casualties were hot con-. • 
fined to merchant fleets. 

The U.S. frigate Stark was. 
attacked by an Iraqi jet on may 17 
jand 35 American sailors died ; 
when an Exocet missile strode-, 
home. The Iraqis said their pilot- ; 
mistook the warship for an Iranian. • 
tanker. 

The incident internationalised. I 
the conflict and led to a major:, 
buildup of the U.S. fleet in the 
Gulf, in July. American warships- : 
started escorting Kuwaiti tankers . 
reflagged with the U.S. flag to ; 
deter Iranian attacks. 

The start of the escort opera- - 
tions led to a rash of mines in the • 
shipping lanes. Kuwait and the 
United States accused Iran, of 
laying the mines, which damaged 
at least seven ships. 


With water & ice 

..and someone 
you care for. 
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Jordan gallops ahead with thoroughbreds 


* a 


V k 


By Monika Warteh 

Special to the Jordan Times 
THE BEDOUIN tradition of 
keeping a horse “in the famil y” i$ 
s till a live in parts of Jordan but 
with the automobile gaining 
ground, even in the veiy remote 
areas, the number of horses here 
has been dwindling rapidly. 

However, five new studs and 
one riding dub were opened in 
the country between 1980 and 
1984. “Tins is surely part of a 
- general tendency to revive and 
... cultivate die national heritage 
’. and culture,” says Mohei Eddm 
. Qandonr, owner of the Kabarda 
Stud and Jordan Turf Cub which 
were established .in 1982. 

Endeavours to preserve and 

• : enhance the Arab horse in Jordan 

date back to die 1940s when first 
efforts to save the purebred horse 
and to restart a stud were made 
by the late King Abdullah, who 
founded the Royal Jordanian 
Stables and Stud (RJSS). 

“The main aim of the RJSS is 
to preserve the purebred Arab 
horse in Jordan,” says His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s daughter Prin- 
cess Alia who has been managin 
the stud with its 65 registere 
Arab horses for some years now. 

In the stud’s early years, the 

• Princess relates, it-was^quite diffi- * 
cult to trace the few Arab horses 
left, who, with their owners, had 
been widely scattered after the 
political turmoils in the region 
before Jordan gained independ- 
ence in 1946. 

Gazella, one of their first 
breeding mares, was discovered 
when she was ploughing a field by 
the roadside by Mr. and Mrs. 
Lopez, a couple from Gibraltar 
who at the time were building up 
the stud. Princess Alia recalls. 

The white mare, though 
meagre and overworked, im- 
mediately struck them as a very 
fine Arab purebred. That was in 
1960 and the three year old horse 
was bought. She subsequently 
produced a great number of fowls 
and today her beautiful white son 
Abdullah is one of the stud’s most 
valuable horses. 

The work of the RJSS is very 
important because the traditional 
breeding of pure Arabs is dying 
out. Her Royal Highness says.. 
Today, the Bedouins of Bahrain 
and Oman are probably the only 
ones who continue the purebred 
Arab tradition in the customary 



way within the Arab World. 

Horses in Jordan are mostly 
bred for racing or showjumping 
and mixbreeds are preferred be- 
cause they are faster and can 
jump higher than purebred 
Arabs, Princess Alia explained. 

' But iu spite of all that the 
features and the character of the 
Arab horse are still cherished by 
the modern Jordanians and in- 
deed have found lovers all over 
the world. In Great Britain, Ger- 
many, France, the Soviet Union, 
Spain and the USA, to name just 
a few, there are numerous private 
and state studs specialising in 
Arab horse breeding. 

The Arab Horse above all is 
praised for its outstanding beau- 
ty; A compact, short body, tail 
set high on the back, small ears, 
.big low-set eyes with luscious 
eyelashes, large round jaws and 


small nozzles are all believed to 
make the perfect Arab. They are 
also thought to be more attached 
to human beings than other 
breeds, Princess Alia added. 

Some of them even became 
famous like “A1 Mokhaladah” 
(the Immortal), Prophet Moham- 
mad’s mare. 

Tradition has it that the 
Prophet, who was a great lover of 
hoises, once let a flock of mares 
without drink for several days. 
Then he opened the paddock, 
calling each one by her name, and 
almost all raced .towards the wa- 
ter. Only five mares pricked their 
ears when they were called and 
came to him — Kuheila, Sakla- 
wia, Dahma, Abiah and 
Shweimah. These names are to- 
day still used all over the world to 
denote the five main lines (Aik 
Hamsa) within the breed. 


The Arab horses’ origin in it- 
self is not completely clear, but 
they are believed to have first 
been bred in the Yemen and the 
Arabian Peninsula, and that 
probably dates back over 5,000 
years, says Princess Alia. 

The relatively small, slightly 
built horses have enormous en- 
durance and strength due to the 
dense structure of their bones. 
Cross country and long distance 
rides are consequently their 
strong points. They also make 
good mounts for people not 
necessarily aiming at winning 
competitions and are often more 
comfortable to ride because, of 
their light conformation and 
smaller size than larger breeds. 

But in any case no one should 
ride without the proper training 
and instruction for the sake of 
both rider and horse; and chil- 


dren in particular should always 
be supervised while dealing with 
horses or ponies, Mr. Qandour 
emphasised. He is training young 
Jordanians at the premises of the 
Jordan Turf dub with the aim of 
— during the coming ten years — 
forming a Jordanian team to take 
part in international competi- 
tions, with the help of two En- 
glish instructors to arrive early in 
1988 . • 

Horseridmg as a modern sport 
has been developing only recently 
|n Jordan. The first riding club in 
country was opened in 1983, 
butmost of its 90 horses are Arab 
mixbreeds and the style of riding 
is definitely European. 

In the dub’s first years almost 
all active members were Euro- 
pean or American, most of them 
expatriates, now the majority of 
the riders are Arab, says the 
dub’s owner Ham Bisharat. 

Mr. Bisharat personally grew 
up with horses which his grand- 
father and father used to breed, 
but the young Jordanians now 
joining the riding dub have no 
such background and are almost 
all total newcomers to the sport 

Princess Alia thinks it is very 
encouraging for her to see that, 

■ through their contact with .Arab 
horses as-breeders^or sporfaften,' 
many people all' over the world 
have become genuinely in- 
terested in the Arab countries, 
their people and history. 

International recognition of the 
work of the RJSS came in the late 
1970s when RJSS joined the 
World Arab Horse Organisation 
(WAHO) based in England. The 
studbood was opened m 1980. 
Most Arab countries .have now 
achieved the WAHO mem- 
bership. 

But the country with the largest 
Arab horse breeding programmes 
is still the United States, and it is 
big business there. Prime stallions 
have been known to fetch up to 
S5 million there, says Mr. Qan- 
dour, while prices in Jordan with- 
about JD 5,000 for a (registered) 
mare and JD 3,500 for a colt are 
comparatively moderate, he 
added. 

In Jordan there are presently 
about 100 horses registered with 
the WAHO, 65 at the RJSS and 21 
at the Kabarda Stud, which 
means that they can be used for 
breeding and also take part in 
international Arab horse shows. 


Photos: courtesy Kabarda Stud, the Jordan Turf Club and DPA 



Foetal organ transplants spark hope, clash over ethics 
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By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Imagine this: 

A woman whose father is senile 
has herself artificially insemi- 
nated with his sperm. She becom- 
es pregnant and, according to 
plan, Gas an abortion several 
months later. 

From the dead foetus doctors 
transplant cells that secrete a 
iory-eahancing che/nical into 
_ father’s brain. 

His ability to learn and remem- 
ber improves markedly. 

The tissue match is ideal due to 
genetic similarities and there is 
Sole danger of his body rejecting 
the cells. 

This hypothetical case sounds 
as if it came from a macabre 
srience-fiction novel, but scien- 
tists say .recent experimental adv- 
ances nay make such a scenario 
feasible: before long. 

The ivery possibility has 
sparked * debate over medical, 
ethics, f 

Researchers have been trans- 
planting tissue from dead 
foetus^ ,.-r - . thus far obtained 
from rtiStiaeabortfons — in tests 
aimed^l^^fag victims of Par- 
kin$on%£sease, Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease, : ^&etes and other ail- 
rants.' 7 

Sdenfiste say this research is 
promising .aBd die potential be- 


nefits could be incalculable. 
“Growing foetuses for spare 
— I think it can be done. 


It’s not a technical Question, if s a 
moral question,” Dr- Antonin 
Scommengna, who heads obstet- 
rics and gynecology at Chicago’s 
Michael Reese Hospital, said in 
an interview. 

Jeremey Riflart of the Liberal 
Foundation on Economic Trends 
lobby group says that unless this ■ 
work is tightly regulated it risks 
ushering in a brave new world 
wbereoabies are “fanned” to 
die, their organs harvested like 

crops. 

Although the foetuses made 
available to researchers have 
come only from abortions done 
independently, critics fear the 
day could be coming when they 
are specifically conceived and 
aborted for experimental pur- 
poses. 

• “Potential uses of foetal tissue 
make the temptation to conceive 
with the intent to abort almost 
inevitable,” said biotechnology 
expert Emanuel Thome-, co-au- 
thor of a U.S. congressional study 
of an emerging human tissue in- 
dustry. 

Dr. John Fletcher, a former 
National Institute of Health offi- 
cial who heads the University of, 
Virginia’s biomedical ethics de- 
partment, told Renters of a re- 
cent case in winch a mother prop- 


osed becoming pregnant so the 
unbora child* bone marrow 
could be transplanted into her 
one-year-old son, who could not 
survive without a transplant of 
compatible bone marrow. 

In another case, he said, a 
mother of an eight-year-old dying 
of kidney failure suggested that 
she become pregnant and have an 
abortion so a kidney could be 
transplanted into the boy. 

Arthur Caplan,. a medical 
ethics specialist at the University 
of Minnesota, cited a case in 
which , a woman with severe di- 
abetes wanted to abort and use 
pancreas cells from her unborn 
child fpr transplants to help her 
condition. 

Another woman proposed 


the seed of her father, an 
Alzheimer’s victim, so genetically 
matched foetal cells could be 
used to treat him. 

In each case, these experts 
said, doctors rejected the idea as 
unethical and medically unsound. 

“We don’t .want, a situation 
where we end any human life 
solely to benefit others,” Caplan 
said in an interview. 

Laws could be passed to pro- 
hibit conceiving children simply 
for use in organ transplants, but 
Throne said enforcement might be 


difficult: “What is illegal in the 
United States might not be illegal 
in another country. 

“A transplant industry based 
upon foetal tissue technology 
could dwarf the present organ 
transplant industry.” 

Abortion foes object even to 
using foetuses from routine abor- 
tions for transplant research. 

“Transplant organs must be 
very fresh, which requires dose 
cooperation between the (abor- 
tionist) and the doctor harvesting 
the organ,” said Douglas Johnson 
of the National Right to Life 
Committee, a private lobby 
group. 

A foetus must be certified dead 
before organs are taken, but 
Johnson said it was often an open 
question whether the foetus was 
really dead, even if it were de- 
clared to be. 

Doctors conducting the re- 
search say the foetuses in each 
case are dead before transplants 
begin. 

Fletcher says the hope of har- 
vesting organs most never influ- 
ence the method '.chosen for an 
abortion but that such a restric- 
tion would create a medical con- 
. flicu Organ experiments require 
that a foetus be delivered whole, 
bat it is generally better for the 
mother If a foetus is broken apart 
in the womb. 







The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

b:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Opendailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Varmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3: 30 p. m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAIMITEL ED il-uqijis 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani -Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 




EVERY 

DAY 


n 


PEOPLE WHO NEED 


CLEANING 
!* SERI/ICES 



@3 33 


CALL US! 


Electrolux 


P.OiBox 925229 AMMAN 

9i Tel. 604671 fe 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 667171-6 









exports 


Czech sports chief hints at 
taking part in Seoul games 

Mandlikova denies reports about joining games with Czech team 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (AP) — Czechoslovakia’s 
sports chief said in a radio interview that the 
country’s national team would take part in the 
Summer Olympic Games in Seoul, although no 
official decision has been made. 

Antonin Himl said that he was announced last month that they 
“convinced we will go to the would take part in the Seoul 
Olympic games.” Olympics, becoming the first East 

Bloc countries to do so. 

Meanwhile, Czecb-bom tennis 

star Hana Mandlikova denied re- Communist North Korea has 
ports that she would compete for threatened to call for a boycott of 
Czechoslovakia in the games. the games if South Korea refuses 

t - - , r, , , to co-host the event and there 

In an interview with Czechoslo- LX Jk™ ^ c 

c.hii-iiav trim i had DC 60 concern that the Soviet 

Si Union and its East Bloc allies 

said Czechoslovakia wanted to ]d to attend 

have its athletes participate in iciuaw «« 

about IS events. 

Hungary and East Germany 


The Czechoslovak Olympic 
Committee is to announce a final 


decision Jan. 15 at a joint session 
with the Central Committee of 
the Union of Physical Education. 

A Soviet official has said Mos- 
cow will also reach a final deci- 
sion by Jan. 15. The deadline for 
acceptance is Jan. 17. 

Czech press reports on Satur- 
day quoted Mandlikova's father 
as saying the 25-year-old, ranked 
fifth in the world, would compete 
for Czechoslovakia if the country 
enters die games. 

But Mandlikova, who became 
an Australian citizen on Jan. 1, 
said through the Women's Inter- 
national Tennis Association that 
she would not play for Czechoslo- 
vakia and she said her father 
denied having made such a state- 
ment 


Teargas, 
water cannon 
used to break 
up soccer riot 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A 
referee’s last minute victory- 
spelling penalty decision has 
sparked off a soccer riot that 
forced police to use tear gas and 
water cannon to restore order. 

A police statement said at least 
13 people were taken to hospital 
witn injuries. 

Saturday's game between 
Apoei and Nicosia and Ael of 
Limassol was a goalless draw 
until the referee eaVe a penalty 
when ao Ael defender stopped 
the ball with his hand in the very 
last minute of play. 

The resulting kick gave Apoei 
a 1-0 victory and the lead in the 
hotly contested championship, 
previously held by Ael. 


Everton’s chances for E.L. title remained slim 


a 1-0 victory and the lead in the 
hotly contested championship, 
previously held by Ael. 

NBA ROUND-UP 


Another Jorda 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The roend-the- 
globe trot fever has hit yet 
another Jordanian. Khamis Abu 
A1 Dahab, a young athlete, on 
Sunday embarked on a tour of 
the world on foot through which 
be hopes to spread the message of 
love and peace. This is the second 
such trip undertaken by a Jorda- 
nian. 

The 22-year-old Jordanian, 
who started his tour from the 
Parliament’s courtyard, told the 
Jordan Times that his decision to 
walk around the world, is a result 
of his “national pride in my coun- 
try and the Arab Nation.” 

His tour is divided into four 
different legs, the first one is a 
tour around the city of Amman 
which will take four days while 
the second pari is touring the 
main cities or Jordan in which he 
will be accompanied by another 
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General 
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he did not 
will be a 
world. 


bright image of J otd» 

OTtposehefiduryiag 

picture of His Majesty 
sejp. a miniature model 'gf * 
Royal Jordanian a*riiuet .«d 
illustrated leaflets of Jordan pay 
vided by the Mmistty of Toanaa. 

Mr. Abu A! Dahab. faowfer, 
is not the Jordanian forerunner to 
undertake such a trek. WtfkJ 
Amavreh was reported as Dec. 
15 to have .crossed the Sudi , 
borders on the second -* 
six year tour of the v 

A 3 1 -year -old Syrian. Aland 
Mohammad Jubaflj, whot***!*-- 
rently touring the world whh an 
aim of walking 90,000 km 
through 132 countries until he 
reaches Hiroshima in Japan, has 
already readied Rome where he 
reportedly delivered a message of 
peace to ‘the Pope. 

Seeing Mr. Abu A) Dahab off 




i aims al Hani Khair and his Deputy 
e ‘the Adnan Baioun. 



LONDON (R) — Champions 
Everton gave a pedigree perform- 
ance to bear second-placed Not- 
tingham Forest 1-0 in the English 
Soccer League on Sunday, a 14th- 
minute goal by Wayne Clarke 
deciding the contest. 

Even so, Everton’s chances of 
retaining the title remain at best 
slender. They moved from 
seventh to fifth place with their 
ninth win in 12 home First-Divi- 
sion matches this season but are 
16 points behind leaders Liver- 
pool having played two more 
games. 

Forest, meanwhile, have now 
played 22 games, the same as 
Liverpool, and are 13 points be- 
hind the championship pace- 


makers. 

Everton’s winning goal de- 
veloped on the left. Full-back Pat 
van Den Hauwe crossed from the 
touch line and Trevor Steven, at 
'the near post, headed on for 
Clarke to (hive the ball home 
with another header. 

Thereafter the young Forest 
side gave plenty of evidence of 
their great potential but had to- 
accept that, on the day at least, 
they were inferior to their more 
seasoned rivals. 

Everton’s poor finishing, a re- 
curring feature of their perform- 
ances this season, prevented 
them winning more easily. In a 
three-minute spell in the second 
half, Steven, Dave Watson and 


Ian Snodin 
chances. 


missed 


good Sonics edge 76ers; Rockets blit| Bullets and Warriors downed 


The victory meant Everton 
took three points from their two 
New Year noliday fixtures, hav- 
ing lost the other 1-0 to Sheffield 
Wednesday. Liverooo! played 
only once over the holiday, their 


only once over me noliday, rneir 
match at Derby on Saturday hav- 
ing been postponed after they 
defeated Coventry 4-0 on Friday 
to extend their unbeaten start to 
the season to 22 games. 

In a second First-Division 
match on Sunday. Portsmouth 
boosted their fight against relega- 
tion when they won 2-0 at South- 
ampton to move out of the bot- 
tom three places. 


OAKLAND, California (AP) — 
Larry Bird had 41 points and 10 
rebounds, leading Boston's domi- 
nating front line, as the Celtics 
defeated the Golden State War- 
riors 115-110 Saturday night. 

Bird, forward Kevin McHale 
and Robert Parish combined for 
90 points and 31 rebounds for the 
Celtics. Parish had 23 points and 
12 rebounds and McHale finished 
with 26 points and nine rebounds 
for the Celtics. 

Teny Teagle scored 22 points 
and Ralph Sampson had 18 points 
and 12 rebounds for the War- 
riors. 

Bird scored 18 points in the 
first quarter and Parish added 12 
as Boston took a 39-29 lead. 
Teagle came off the- bench for 13 


Woodforde takes tennis title 

Teagle came off the- bench for 13 

Shriver outpowers Novotna for women s classic crown ‘“ v d e 

ADELAIDE. Australia (AP) — quickly got into a good rhythm, later that with the grass courts at them a 62-60 halftime edge. 
Mark Woodforde overpowered while Masur made numerous un- the Milton Tennis centre, Bris- McHale had 10 points m the 
top-seeded fellow Australian forced errors. bane, Australia, set to change, third quarter, including a short 

Wally Masur 6-2, 6-4 Sunday to Masur had no real weapon and probably to the synthetic rebound jumper with 3:53 left that put the 
win the $93,400 South Australian his timing was out. ace variety to match those at the Celtics ahead to stay at 83-82. 


ADELAIDE. Australia (AP) — 
Mark Woodforde overpowered 
top-seeded fellow Australian 
Wally Masur 6-2, 6-4 Sunday to 
win the $93,400 South Australian 
Open tennis championship at 
Memorial Drive Courts. 

Third-seeded Woodforde, 
playing in front of bis hometown 
crowd, took just 69 minutes to 
defeat Masur, the defending 
champion. 

Woodforde, 22, collected the 
second major title of his career. 
He won the New Zealand Open 
in 1986. 

Die lefthander, ranked 67th in 
the world, was too strong for 
Masur and was in control 
throughout after romping 
through the first set in just 32 
minutes. 

Woodforde served well and 


quickly got into a good rhythm, 
while Masur made numerous un- 
forced errors. 

Masur had no real weapon and 
his timing was out. 

Woodforde had lost his only 
previous meeting with 24-year- 
old Masur. 

The Nabisco Grand Prix event, 
which was played on a synthetic 
rebound ace surface, was a warm- 
up event for the $1.9 million 
Australian Open, which is sche- 
duled foT Jan. 11-24 in Mel- 
bourne. 

Meanwhile, Pam Shriver won 
two tie-breaks to capture the 
Womea’s Tennis Classic with a 
7-6, (8-6), 7-6, (7-4) w : .i over 
Czechoslovak teenage Jana 
Novotna on Sunday, then 
threatened never to return. 

The 25-year-old Am icansaid 
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later that with the grass courts at 
the Milton Tennis centre, Bris- 
bane, Australia, set to change, 
probably to the synthetic rebound 
ace variety to match those at the 
new national tennis centre in 
Melbourne, she probably won’t 
be back. 

“I think if it’s rebound ace, 
there’s no reason I would play 
here,” she said. “I like to touch 
base on a surface that the world’s 
greatest tournament (Wimble- 
don) is going to be played on six 
months later." 

Shriver admitted a lot of luck 
saved her against Novotna, who 
had four set points at 6-2 in the 
first set tiebreak which turned on 
a puzzling foot fault call and a 
fainting spectator. 

Novotna was foot faulted for 
the first time in her life when she 
served at 6-2 in the tie-break, 
then serving again at 6-5 she was 
stopped as ambulance officers 
earned out a prostrate spectator. 

Novotna earned a code viola- 
tion for throwing her racket but 
later she was smiling again. 

“She’s better, she has a lot of 
experience," Novotna said. “On 
one hand, I’m sad because I 
should have won. But it’s our 
third match now, Each time it's 
been closer and next time I will 
beat her." 


Sonics 116, 76ers 114 

In Seattle, Dale Ellis hit a 
3-point shot with four seconds 
left, lifting the Seattle Super- 
sonics to their 10th straight home 
victory, 116-114 over the Phi- 


ladelphia 76ers. 

Ellis scored 32 points and 
Xavier McDaniel had 35 points 
and 11 rebounds as Seattle hand- 
ed the 76ers their fifth straight 
loss. 

Charles Barkley led Phi- 
ladelphia with 34 points and Roy 
Hinson added 22 as the 76ers lost 
by a basket for the second night 
in a row. They lost 127-125 to 
Portland on Friday on a buzzer- 


After a timeout, Ellis took the 
inbounds pass from halfcourt and 
hit the game-winning 3-pointer 
over two Philadelphia defenders. 
Derrick McKey completed the 
scoring with a free throw for 
Seattle. 

Rockets 111, Bullets 100 

In Landover, Maryland, Rod- 
ney McCray and Akeem Ola- 
juwon led a 17-2 run in the first 
quarter that lifted the Houston 
Rockets to a 111-100 NBA vic- 
tory over the Washington Bullets 
111-100 Saturday night. 

The win was the third straight 
on the road for the Rockets, who 
concluded a four-game road trip. 
The Bullets have lost five con- 
secutive games, four of them at 
home. 

McCray scored seven points 
and Olajuwon six of his team- 
high 18 during the spurt that gave 
Houston a 21-8 lead with 4:21 
remaining in the first period. The 
Rockets led 31-18 after one quar- 
ter. 5740 at halftime and 85-62 
going to the final period. 

Sleepy Floyd and Joe Barry 
. Carroll, the players acquired in 
the Dec. 12 trade for Ralph 
Sampson, each scored 16 points 
. for the Rockets. Purvis Short also 
had 16 points, while McCray 
finished with 15. 


96-79j|h two free throws by 
Danny Jehayes with 7:56 left in 
tbe thus quarter. 

The jiuggets led 115-106 at the 
end ogpree quarters, but De- 
trou’siTinnie Johnson scored 12 
of hf^24 points in the final 
period helping the Pistons get as 
dose|js 139-137 with 1:48 left. 

Eiipsh then hit a short jum- 
per, ves fouled by Adrian Dant- 
Iey, snip converted the free throw 
to puj|the Nuggets ahead 142-137 
with. J: 30 left and the Pistons 
nevto threatened again. 

Befiver trailed 40-35 after the 
firstlluarter. but Blair Rasmus- 
sen jut the Nuggets ahead with 
17 his 23 points in tbe second 

^ l Tfe Pistons, the second highest 
scoring team in the NBA behind 
tbe&Juggets, lost for the second 
stnaghftime at home after win- 
ning 10 consecutive games at the 

Z ac Silverdome. 

116, Nets 93 


five shots and Paxsgp six of seven 
as Chicago opened^ 48-32 advan- 
tage. 

After grabbing a5?42 halftime 
lead on the strength of a 62 per 
cent second-quaver shooting 
spree (16-26), Oifc&feo opened a 


spree (16-26), Lhsago opened a 
6646 bulge with &20 left in the 
quarter. " £ 

With Brad Sellers scoring eight 
of his 14 points^ja the third 
quarter, the Netsi trailed 72-54 
going into the forith period. 

New Jersey, fed by reserve 
guard Dennis Hdpson, cut the 
deficit to 78-68.' But Horace 


Quarter, but Blair Rasmus- Grant, with three sfcsn dunks and 
i Sit the Nuggets ahead with a free throw . ancfcfordan. with a 
of his 23 points in the second pair of slam dunk£ helped Chica- 
ager. go to 3 98-76 advantage with 7: 1 1 

rfe Pistons, the second highest left. 
irine team in the NBA behind 
^fuggets, lost for the second Pacers 99, Bucks 97 
aaghftime at home after win- 

ig 10 consecutive games at the In Milwaukee, Chuck Person 
Htiac Silverdome. scored 22 points and tbe Indiana 

» Pacers held off a late charge to 

lie 114 : <n beat the Milwaukee Bucks 99-97.. 

uo » i eis Person scored only three points 

in the fourth quarter, but his two 
n Chicago, Dave Coizme and free throws with 1:29 left gave 
in Paxson came off the bench Indiana its biggest lead at 99-91. 


beating layup by Clyde Drexler. 

With 1:25 left in the game, a 
free throw by Ellis gave Seattle a 
112-109 lead, but Barkley fol- 


game, 

Seattle 


lowed with a 26-footer with 30 
seconds remaining, cutting the 
deficit to one. 

Philadelphia took the lead at 
113-112 on Barkley's bank shot 


Bernard King led the Bullets 
with 26 points. 12 of them in the 
fourth period. Mark Alarie had 
18 points, 14 in the final quarter. 

Nuggets 151, Pistons 142 

In Pontiac, Michigan, Alex En- 
glish scored 34 points, including a 
crucial three-point play with 1:30 
left, and reserve forward Jay Vin- 
cent added 30, leading the Denver 
Nuggets to a 151-142 NBA vic- 
tory over the Detroit Pistons 
Saturday night. 

Isiah Thomas had 40 points and 
17 assists for the Pistons, who had 
won 11 of their previous 12 


with eight seconds left. He was’ games. 

fouled on the play and hit the free Leading 80-70 at halftime, the 


throw for a two-point advantage. 


I nn Paxson came off the bench 
combine for 22 points during a 
16 second-quarter spurt and 
[chad Jordan had 25 points. 10 
bounds and 10 assists Saturday 
*ht as the Chicago Bulls ended 
five-game losing streak with a 
6-93 victory over the New 
rsey Nets. 

Jordan posted the fourth tri- 
ple-double of his career and first 
.sSince March 18, 1985. 
y The Nets, who have lost 19 
straight on the road since last 
'March 18. including 11 in a row 
away from home this season, 
outscored the Bulls 26-23 in the 
first quarter, with Mike Gminski 
scoring eight of his 21 points. 

At The start of the second 
quarter. Corzine and Paxson re- 
placed Mike Brown, starting his 
first game at centre, and Rorv 
Sparrow. Paxson had started all 
previous Bulls’ games, while Cor- 
zine had started more than half. 

Hitting on 12 of their first 13 
shots from the floor, the Bulls 
took charge as Corzine hit five of 


TENDER’S NOTICE 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

JERPAC 

INTERNATIONAL REMOVALS & 
PACKING 

(Alfred Sawalha & Sons) 

Has moved to new premises in Sweifieh commercial area. 

New tel. no. 824463 

Tlx. no. 22179 ELE JO 
P.O. Box 925304 


Nuggets built their largest lead, took charge as Corzine hit five 


UPER-DELUXE APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

1) Fully-fumished, 4-bedroom apt., 2nd floor, 350 sq.m, 
area, large kitchen, laundry room, spacious salons, 4 
verandas, with independent utilities (water, electricity 
and fuel). Beautiful view. Located between 5th and 6th 
Circles. Reasonable rent. 

2) Fully-fumished, 2-bedroom apt., ground floor of villa, 
with TV, telephone and independent central heating. 
Located in 7th Circle area. 

For more information, please call: 810984 any- 
time. 


The Bucks scored the new six 
points on baskets- by Craig 
Hodees, Jem* Reynolds and Ter- 
ry Cummings to make it 99-97 
with 33 seconds remaining. 

Indiana's Veto Fleming was 
called for travelling with 12 
seconds left when Jack Sikma 
blocked his move to the basket. 

After a Bucks timeout, Paul 
Pressey inbounded the ball at 
halfcourt to Sikma. whose shot 
bounced off the rim. Person grab- 
bed the rebound and held onto 
the ball as time expired. 

Steve Stipanovicli added 17 
points for the Pacers, including 1 1 
in the third quarter. Cummings 
and Pressey lea die Bucks with 16 
points each. 

The Pacers led 79-78 after 
three quarters after Stipanovich 
scored nine points in the final 
three minutes. \ 

Mavericks 116, Spurs 109 

In San Antonio, Texas, Marie 
Aguirre scored 23 points and 
reserve forward Detief Schrempf 
came off the bench to score 12 of 
his season-high in the final 


period, leading the Dallas Maver- 
icks to a 1 16-109 victory overthe 
San Antonio Spurs Saturday 
night. 

The Mavericks, who snapped 
the Spurs* U-game homecourt 
winning streak, pulled ahead 112- 
209 on Aguirre's 3-point goal 
with 1:30 to go in the game. San 
Antonio didn't score in the final 
1:51. 

Walter Bern’ led the Spurs 
with 28 points/ Alvin Robertson 
added 21 and Johnnv Dawkins 
18. ‘ . 

Robertson's steal and drive 
with 1:51 to go gave the Spurs 
their final lead. 109-107. 

San Antonio blew a chance to 
tie with 17 seconds to go. 
Schrempf missed two free throws, 
but the rebound went long and 
Derek Harper grabbed the tell 
before being fouled by Green- 
wood. 

Harper made both free throws 
to make the score 114-109 with 
nine seconds to go. 

The Spurs led 57-51 at half- 
time. but their lead dwindled to 
88-87 at the end of the third 
quarter. 

Kings lOT.lHah 105 

In Sacramento. California. 
Reggie Them hit a 17-foot jum- 
per at the buzzer, riving the 
Sacramento Kings a 107-105 win 
over the Utah Jazz. 

Theus scored a season-high 36 
points to lead the Kings. Otis 
Thorpe added 18 points and 12 
rebounds as Sacramento snapped 
a three-game losing streak. 

Kari Malone topped Utah with 
26 points and 11 rebounds, while 
John Stockton added 21 points 
and 19 assists, the high in the 
NBA this season. He has 37 
assists in his last two games. 

Sacramento led 105-104 with 14 
seconds left when Malone stole a 
pass. Four seconds later. Stockton 
went to the line after being fouled 
on a layup attempt. 

Stockton hit the first shot to tie 
the score 105-105. but missed the 
second, allowing the Kings' Joe 
Kleine to grab the rebound. 

Kleine's I2th rebound of the 
game led to Theus' basket 10 
seconds later. 



As of January 1. 1988, the reception hours at the Swedish 
Embassy iri Amman are Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon; Closed on Tuesdays. 


The Directorate of Projects/Ministry of Education 
announces the issuing of the following tenders which are 
part of the sixth Educational Project No. 2378- Jo., 
sponsored by the World Bank: 


Tender’s No. Title 


General & library furniture 
Laboratory furniture 
Science laboratories equip. 
Vocational educational w/shops 
Women's education 
Arts & crafts 
Sports equipment 
Audio visual aids 
Office equipment 


FeesJD 

15.000 

10.000 
15.000 
15.000 
15.000 

5.000 

10.000 
10.000 
10.000 


Interested bidders are invited to collect tenders docu- 
ments from Procurement Division at the Directorate of 
Projects/Ministry of Education, starting Jan. 4, 1988 
against the payment of the above fees. Closing date will 
be 10:00 a.m. of March 20, 1988. 

Director of Projects 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating, garage, 
telephone, spacious, with veranda. 

Convenient location in Shmeisani, near commercial area. 

Enquiries: tel. 624719 (daytime) or 
661058 (evenings) 


'Cinema 


CONCORD 



HILLS COP 11 


HMfonnancn 3:30, 6:00. It 30. l0 JO 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

3 furnished bedrooms, telephone, garage and garden. 
Located in Sweifieh. ? 

Please call Jawad at: 665357. 


Tel: 677420 1 f Cinema 


OPERA 



EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

A major Jordanian company is looking for executive 
secretary with not less than 5 years experience. 

Please write in confidence to P.O. Box 431, 
Amman, Jordan. 


Tel: 675573^ (Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 
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common Gulf Arab 
currencies loses momentum 

RAHQATN An omkihMui o i* i *.«_ « ■ 


BAHRAIN (R) — An ambitious 
scheme for a unified currency 
system among six Gulf states has 
nin out of steam, with leaders 
reluctant to sever a traditional 
link to the dollar and turn their 
back on Washington, bankers 
said on Sunday. 

Moderate Gulf states appear to 
have decided now would be the 
wrong time to act as the United 
States lobbies hard for an end to 
the Gulf war and its navy protects 
Kuwaiti oil tankers from Iranian 
attack in the waterway's danger- 
ous shipping lanes. 

. “Leaders seem to have decided 
there was little to gain politically 
from turning their back on the 
dollar," said one Gulf-based 
banker. “It would give the wrong 
al." 

ie plan to bring together the 
states' currencies within a 
common framework, based 
loosely on the successful Euro- 
pean Monetary System (EMSL 
was widely discussed during 1987 
and detailed technical models 
were formulated. 

A key point would have been 
to break with a close link to the 
dollar and instead create a peg to 
a basket of currencies reflecting 
the trading patterns of the six 
states more closely. 

But when the six leaders of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 


six 


met in Saudi Arabia last week for 
their annual summit discussion of 
economic matters was oversha- 
dowed by the war. 

The summit communique men- 
tioned the scheme in just one 
paragraph, saying; “The council 
looked favourably upon steps 
undertaken towards the approval 
of a common denominator for 
GCC currencies as an important 
step in the framework of coordi- 
nating financial and monetary 
policies...” 

One banker commented: “The 
communique shows the leaders 
want to be seen to be following 
up the subject, but it really masks 
a lack of real progress.” 

The GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — are heavily 
dependent on the dollar, the cur- 
rency in which they sell oil. 

Oman pegged its riyal to the 
dollar in 19TC, while the Saudi, 
Bahraini, UAE and Qatari cur- 
rencies are all in practice finked 
to the dollar. Kuwait pegs its 
dinar to a basket of currencies, 
but it is weighted heavily towards 
the dollar. 

Apart from the political sensiti-. 
vities, there appears to be con- 
siderable debate among the Gulf 
states over what would be the 


proper peg fof their currencies. 

Some favour using the Interna- 
tiona] Monetary Rind's (IMF) 
basket, the/Spedal Drawing 
Right, made up of the Deutsche- 
mark, Japanese yen, French 
franc, British pound and the 
dollar. * 

Others argue for a basket of 
enrrendes tailored specifically to 
the region. This too has sparked a 
conflict of interest since the Gulf 
states pursue different investment 
policies and a change might ex- 
pose some to greater currency 
risks than others. 

Saudi Arabia, for instance, has 
invested heavily in the U.S. bond 
markets, while Kuwait has used 
its oil wealth to buy shares, often 
in European markets. 

Once a common peg was 
agreed, the six currencies would 
be allowed to fluctuate against 
each other by a maximum of 7V& 
per cent 

Central banks would intervene 
from a joint fund to keep curren- 
cies within those parities in a 
system very similar to that now in 
operation in Europe. 

But one banking source said: 
“There is still an awful lot that 
needs to be done. The scheme 
has not been shelved, but 1 simply 
could not say how long it will take 
to be implemented. 


Castro announces austerity 


HAVANA (R) — President 
relying 
blend of cha 
Jarity, has pret 


ansma and 
Cubans 


Fidel Castro, relying oh his per- 
sonal blend of chi 
popularity, 
tor the idea that 1988 will mean 
more belt-tightening, hard work 
and economic austerity, diplo- 
mats say. 

"Only Fidel, nobody else, 
could announce more hardships 
ahead, get away with it, and 
probably genuinely convince the 
majority that there is no other 
way " a Western diplomat said. 

In a string of puotic speeches 


ahead of the New Year, the 30th 
of Cuba's socialist revolution, 
President Castro urged Cubans to 
brace themselves for more hard 
times and asked them to contri- 
bute more to voluntary work in 
so-called micro-brigades of build- 
ing workers. 

"We cannot, not for a second, 
expect next year to be different 
from 1987. We will face in 1988 
. and 1989, and perhaps until 1990, 
years when more prowess will be 
' required from our people," he 
told a national assembly session. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may be bo wosried or otherwise 
thia mooring with a 
’that you will delay 
other important matters. As the 
day moves cm, though, you’ll find 
a sensible a oln tl nn . 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Do 
something to couaok a family 
friend who feeia a l ig h te d . Uae all of 
your exceae energy constructively 
today. Drive with great care. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Be 
Bora to avoid e x tr av agance of any 
kmd todqy, and take great care that 
you don’t renege an a promise. Con- 
centrate an bumnern matters. 

GEMINI (May EL to Jane 2fl Try 
not to spend too modi money thia 
wwwfry Stay at home with your 
mate and family thia evening, end 
yen'll aS be vary happy. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Don’t do anything which 
might put your reputation in 
jeapanfy. If you are pa tient , you 
win get the aaatetance you need. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Stick to 
your roatznea today, and don’t run 
off on any atmnga tangents. A new 
acquaintance may grie you acme in- 
credibly bad advice. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Don’t come to any hasty dedaiouB 


where important matters are con- 
cerned, and dou’thee your temper 
with your mate this evening. 

LIBRA (Smt. 29 to Oct. 22) Put 
vour creative ideas to work, and get 
back in the good graces of your 


e very profitable. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 29 to Now. 21) 
Work out a schedule early today, 
and stick to it without fail Writ un- 
to the afr hae chared before speak- 
ing to an irate oo-worker. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
Zl) Don’t jump at your first oppor- 
tanity for sproe nmmanmit with a 
friend, since so m et hin g mare to 
your Prfng will pop tm later. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. Z! to Jan. 20) 
Study an annoying home situation 
beftneyou try to improve it; hasty 
action could make things worse. 
Don’t invite any guests in tonight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Ke e p buay to the work in front of 
you. and don’t let rnoM distract 
you. Your friends wifi respect you 
more if you fall them your plus. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) If 
Bomn oma around you haa a boorish 
attitude, don’t bother c omp l ainin g 
to thia person, just leave. Listen to 
the advice of an older person. 


President Castro's magnetism 
is unquestionable, diplomats said, 
but they stressed it was difficult to 
gauge popular reaction to con- 
tinuing austerity in Cuba since 
there was only limited dissent 
outside the official Communist 
Party. 

The year just ended. President 
Castro said, “was the worst year 
since the start of the revolution 
(in January 1959) in terms of 
availability of convertible cur- 
rency.*’ 

Hard currency revenue in 1987 
amounted to only a quarter of the 
1984 level, he said. 

He called this a consequence of 
three main factors: 

1. A fall in oil prices — Cuba 
resells most of the oil it receives 
from the- Soviet Union. ■ ? 

- 2. A weak dollar — most of tfri ' 
island's exports are denominated 
in U.S. dollars. 

3. A prolonged drought that 
affected the sugar harvest and 
other crops. 

President Castro forecast 1988 
to be “the year of consolidation 
(of Cuba’s revolutionary process) 
hut in the midst of the biggest 
limitations.” 

The national assembly on Dec. 
^approved an economic plan for 

According to officials of the 
state committee (ministry) for fi- 
nance, in 1987 the economy stag- 
nated after a sluggish 1.4 per cent 
expansion in 1986 and avera 
growth of 7.2 per cent in 
five-year period 1981-85. 


rage 

the 


Mulroney, Reagan sign 
free trade agreement 


PALM SPRINGS, California (R) 
— Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney has asked Presi- 
dent Reagan to push for speedy 
congressional approval of the 
U.S.-Canadian free trade agree- 
ment signed by both leaders on 
Saturday. 

The agreement, signed simul- 
taneously by Mr. Mulroney in 
Ottawa and by President Reagan 
in Palm Springs must now be 

approved by the U.S. Congress 
and the Canadian parliament. 

“I have urged the president to 
ensure that the drafting of the 
U.S. legislation takes place as 
expeditiously as possible to per- 
mit early introduction into the 
U.S. Congress," Mr. Mulroney 
told reporters. 

The accord, which eliminates 
all tariffs on bilateral trade within 
10 years of implementation and 
reduces non-tariff trade barriers 
between the world’s largest trad- 
ing partners, was praised by both 
leaders as historic. 


s oppos 
Mulroi 


in Canada as Mr. Mulroney's 
political opponents, the opposi- 
tion Liberal and New Democratic 
parties, vowed to fight the accord 
they say violates Canadian 
sovereignty and demonstrators 
staged protests along the U.S.- 
Canadian border. 

Some 1,000 protestors dis- 
rupted traffic on the bridge be- 
tween Detroit and Windsor, 
Ontario. And in a separate de- 


monstration 300 people led by a 
man waving a Canadian flag mar- 
ched across the bridge linking 
Fort Erie, Ontario ana Buffalo, 
N.Y., chanting: “Free Canada, 
trade Mulroney" and “Canada is 
not for sale.” 

Other demonstrations were 
held at border crossings in Ontar- 
io, Quebec and British Columbia. 

Approval of the measure in 
Canada does not seem to be a 
danger since Mr. Mulroney’s 
Conservatives hold a big par- 
liamentary majority, but analysts 
believe Mr. Mulroney might call 
an election on the issue this year 
as the Canadian public is seen as 
equally divided on the free trade* 
accord. 

In the United States the deal 
comes at a time of mounting 
protectionist pressures in Con- 
gress as a way of dealing with the 
record trade deficit. 

But President Reagan, in a 
formal statement, said the accord 
would benefit many sectors of the 
U.S. economy and increase 
Canada's access to U.S. markets. 

“It will encourage supporters 
of free trade throughout the 
world by demonstrating govern- 
ments can remove trade barriers 
even in the face of protectionist 
pressures,” he said. 

The U.S.-Canada pact will cre- 
ate a free trade zone from the 
Arctic circle to the Rio Grande, 
ending all tariffs gradually over 
10 years, beginning in l9s9. 


Indonesia plans export drive 
in China and East Europe 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, 
seeking new markets for its rub- 
ber, coffee and other primary 
commodities, has identified Chi- 
na and Eastern Europe as key 
areas for expanding exports in 
1988. 

President Suharto singled out 
China and Eastern Europe as 
targets for expansion during an 
end-of-the-year cabinet session to 
review the budget he will 
announce on Tuesday, govern- 
ment officials said on Sunday. 

President Suharto has followed 
a staunchly anti-communist line 
since rising to power after a failed 
coup m 1965, which he blamed on 
Peking-backed communists^ but 
in the last four years has 
approved- increased trade with 
communist states. 

Indonesia, the largest country 
in South East Asia, only 
reopened direct trade with Pek- 
ing in 1985 and still has no formal 
diplomatic ties. 

Although there are no detailed 
figures, businessmen say trade 


with China has started to boom. 
In November, Indonesia signed a 
$1-5 billion contract to supply 4.5 
million cubic metres of plywood 
to China over three years. 

Indonesia has sent a series of 
business delegations to Eastern 
Europe, and China sent a large 
trade team to Jakarta last June in 
an effort to expand trade. 

Diplomats said President 
Suharto's approval of trade with 
Pelting and Eastern Europe was 
significant because of fingering 
doubts among Indonesian 
businessmen about trade with 
communist countries due to the 
continued stigma against com- 
munists" at home. V 

Indonesia is the world's second 
largest natural-rubber producer 
after Malaysia and is also a lead- 
ing producer of coffee, palm oil, 
tea, tin and other primary com- 
modities. 

Because of fluctuating prices 
for oil, Indonesia's main export, 
the government is flying to in- 
crease non-oil exports. 


Arabs stress detergent industry 

ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — A call was made here to Arab 
detergent manufacturers to utilise locally-made materials in making 
soaps and other cleaning agents in the interest of Arab industrial ana 
economic integration. 

Hie call came in a recommendation by the second Arab conference 
on a detergent industry. 

The meeting also stressed the importance of preparing and training 
manpower to promote the Arab detergent industry. 


Oman forecasts sharp rise 
in budget deficit despite cuts 


MUSCAT (R) — Non-OPEC Oman, 
from last year 
tight rein on 
doubling of its Budget 
ments mount. 


[JKJ 1WUJTLL UHMU) TO 

ar’s slump in world oil prices, wi 
m spending in 1988 but faces 
its budget deficit as foreign loai 


recovering 
will keep a 
a near 
foreign loan repay- 


Deputy prime minister for 
financial and economic affairs, 
Mr. Qais Ibn Abdul Monim Al 
Zawawi said economies were 
basic to the Gulf state's new year 
budget endorsed by Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Said on Saturday 
evening. 

Announcing details in the offi- 
cial Arabic daily Oman, he said 
the 1988 deficit would widen to 
194 million Omani riyals or about 
$500 million from a projected 108 
million ($280 million) in 1987. 

Bankers said that deficit will 
rise because of an increase in debt 


repayments due by Oman, one of 
the few Gulf states to rely heavily 
on foreign borrowing in recent 
years as oil revenues came under 
pressure, particularly in 1986. 

Oman is not a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), but 
follows the 13-nation group's 
policies closely and relies on pro- 
duction of about 565,000 barrels 
per day to fund day-to-day 
spending. 

Mr. Zawawi said the new 
budget projects revenue of 1.35 
billion nyals ($3.5 billion), margi- 


nally higher than in 1987, while 
spending will be trimmed by 0.5 
per cent to 1.60 billion riyals 
($4.2 billion). 

Some 79 per cent of revenue is 
slated to come from oil after 85 
per cent in 1987. consistent with 
the sultanate's economic policy of 
reducing dependence on crude 
exports and supporting sectors 
such as fishery and agriculture. 

Oman has said it expects to 
return to the international loan 
markets in 1988 for up to $200 
million. Its budget deficit is calcu- 
lated after taking account of new 
borrowing and repayment on 
maturing loans. 

Defence spending will rise mar- 
ginally to 532.6 million riyals 
($1.4 billion), though this is as 
much cash as that allocated to all 
other 19 ministries combined. 


Economists expect fewer 
new jobs in United States 


NEW YORK (AP) — The num- 
ber of new jobs created by the 
U.S. economy will decline sns 

S in 1988, an indirect result of 
ctober stock market crash, 
changing population patterns and 
tougher management, labour spe- 
cialists say. 

The quality of new jobs also 
mil fall, mostly into the class of 
part-time service positions rang- 
ing from janitors to hamburger 
flippers, which offer few benefits, 
low pay and no long-term secur- 
ity. a number of economists sug- 
gest. 

In an unusual convergence, 
both labour and industry say the 
economic dynamo that has cre- 
ated about 12 million new jobs in 
the United States since tne last 
recession is stumbling, although 
they disagree on bow that will 
affect 19{» emt 


Mr. Henry Schechter, deputy 
director of economic research for 
the AFL-CIO labour Confedera- 
tion, said a growing inflation rate, 
decline in housing construction, 
sluggish auto sales, relentless 
growth in imports and cutbacks in 
government budgets will all mean 
fewer new jobs this year. 

One of -the .bluntest assess- 
ments of U.S. employment was 
released last week by the Confer- 
ence Board, a prominent business 
research group. It predicted the 
of new jots will tumble 


number 
to about 1.5 


w JOI 
milli i 


on next year. 


roughly half the number gener- 
ated in 1987. 

Mr. Richard Belous, a Confer- 
ence Board labour economist 
who authored the assessment, 
attributed part of the decline to a 
prediction that the population pf 
Americans seeking work will 
grow at a faster pace than new 
employment opportunities. 

In addition, the labour force 
will be comprised increasingly of 
what Mr. Belous and other eco- 
nomists call “contingent em- 
ployees,” a group that will fill 
part-time temporary jobs and 
face higher risk of layoffs if the 
economy shrinks. 

These economists contend the 
layoff risk has been aggravated by 
the Oct. 19 stock market crash, 
which hurt the ability of com- 
panies to raise money by selling 
stock. The alternative is to bor- 
row money, which will make 
corporate executives more 
aggressive in cutting costs in 
order to pay increased debts. 

Another reason that private 
analysts have forecast a bleaker 
employment picture in 1988 is 
they foresee an inevitable cyclical 
slowdown in the number of jobs 
created since late-1982, when the 
last recession ended. 

Ms. Sandra Shaber, an eco- 
nomist with the Futures Group, a 
Washington-based forecasting 
firm, predicted a 1.5 per cent rate 
of job growth next year. 


ISri Lanka to buy Iranian oil 

TEHRAN (OPECNA) — Sri Lanka has signed an agreement with 
Iran to purchase half a million tons of oil. The deal was finalised 
during tne visit here last month of Sri Lankan minister of finance and 
planning R.J.G. De Mel who held a number of meetings with his 
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Iravani. The Iranian minister 
said that his counfly was ready to buy 15,000 tons of Sri Lankan tea. 
The two sides also agreed in principle on the utilisation by Iranian 
ships of repair facilities available at Sri Lankan ports. The minister 
said Iran was willing to sell non-oil products to Sri Lanka. He added 
that there could be close cooperation between the two countries in 
agriculture, fisheries and oil exploration. Exchange of experts was 
another area which had much potential. 


Saudi Arabia 
levies new 
import duties 

RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has imposed sweeping new im- 
port tariffs to protect local indus- 
try and reduce its large budget 
deficit, the Arab News reported 
on Sunday. 

Mr. Hamad Rushoudi. direc- 
tor-general of customs, told the 
newspaper that duties of 12 per 
cent had been levied as of Jan. 2 
on products ranging from cars 
and electronics to textiles and 
gypsum. 

Previously, they were either 
duty-free or carried a seven per 
cent rate. 

Duties on a second group of 
products competing with locally 
made goods, including cement, 
were raised to 20 per cent from 
various levels. 

The government has come 
under great pressure in the past 
year to protect local industry, 
especially the eight cement pro- 
ducers who have been hit by 
cheaper foreign imports. 

Diplomats said it was uncertain 
how the new duties would affect 
the .unified tariff policy the king- 
dom agreed with its five partners 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

The six countries of the GCC, 
which also includes Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates, agreed 
several years ago to impose a 
common tariff of seven per cent 
on a wide range of imports. 

In its 1988 budget released on 
Wednesday, the Saudi govern- 
ment said* it expected customs 
dudes to add 6.5 billion riyals 
($1.7 billion) to its revenues for 
the year. 

It forecast total revenue at 
105.3 billion riyals ($28 billion) 
and spending at 141.2 billion ($38 
billion), leaving a shortfall of 35.9 
billion riyals ($9.6 billion). 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Barnard Moran 


ACROSS 
1 — oat -out 
4 Grain places 
9 Blind part 
13 PBlage 

16 Of a apace 

18 Slab 

17 Gamble the 
en tire roH 

19 Btbtieal 

preposition 

20 Starilke 

21 Rap seoafoo*? 
23 Upright slab 
28 Primros e — 

27 Automaton 

30 Actor Byrnes . 

22 «d fiddle 

36 Hockey bum 
38 Conductor 
a 007 foe 

40 Indian 

41 Lasts 

.43 Attentton- 
44 Fake 

46 Ten-year 
period 

47 Roddessnesa 
person tried 

49 Subway fare 
so Bottom Ibw 
-SI htoibed 
53 Natt 

56 Dlstrfbuted 

57 Iky 

BO Camnutsarlei 

64 Molding 

65 Mechanical 
tariurea 

66 “Ktoa 

69 Ft. sociologist 

70 Samel wfam 

71 Race track 
word 

72 Spread 
W — Cayw, 

Haiti 

DOWN 



Q1BS7 TWmw Madia Sevtaa. Inc. 
AO Rights Ftnansd 


9 Side-tracked 

10 Rfldday meal 


2 Author Anita 

3 Attic 

4 Valuable pelt 
& Unman: abb r. 

6 Zodiac sign 

7 Steal] 

8 Doze 


11 Before: prof. 

12 Ring decision* 
14 Tnfok 

19 Infant’s toy 
22 SwbM river 

24 Spiritless 

25 Brought as 
evidence 

27 Weken rudely 

28 Correct praf. 

29 Start ■ meal 
31 Radoce the 

charge 

33 Maternally 
related 

34 Prepared 
apples 

37 Remnant 

38 Eric the — 

42 Shut tightly 
45 Br. textile 

dealer* 

49 
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52 Sharpen 
64 Obligation! 
58 Off fcfltar 

57 Marco — 

58 Ekforiy 
69 MW oath 


81 Truant la a 

«y . 

62 Aa to 

63 Fast Jaf* 

68 Go wrong 
67 Fruit drink 



IT 5 HARP TO KNOW 
JUST WHAT TO PO... 



I W0NPER IF ITS A 
MISTAKE TO 5PENP 
VOUR WHOLE LIFE OUT 
HERE OH THE PE5ERT.. 

r — & 


OF, COURSE, 
YOU'RE PRQBABl* 
THE WR0N6 
ONE TO ASK.. 



Mutt'n’ Jeff 
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HARRiS 
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I TELL YOU WE GOTTA 
CUT DOWN/ SIXTY DOLLARS 
A WEEK FOR FOOD IS TOO 
MUCH/ 




“I like to run workout tapes in 
reverse so I can watch celebri- 
ties gain weight!” 


Andy Capp 



Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torn 

four ordinary words. 


WENOM 






THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


THERE’S A LOT OF 
MONEY TO BE MADE IN 
THE CATTLE BUSINESS 


rnjgffgmmm 
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TACCH 
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DESEEC 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


Jumbles: SCOUR POACH 


(Answers tomorrow 
SWERVE TANDEM 


Answer What R takas to fight a quick due) — 
TWO SECONDS 
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S. African feud continues 
with 10 more black deaths 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Ten more blacks have 
died in heightened feuding in Natal province and a 
leading black newspaper said on Sunday that the 
fighting cast a grim shadow of anarchy over the 
dream of a post-apartheid South Africa. 


In a statement on political un- 
rest, police reported 10 deaths of 
blacks on Saturday in Natal, 
where 75 people were killed in 
December. The toll was one of 
the worst since a power struggle 
erupted a year ago in the black 
townships of Natal. 

Rivalries between the con- 
servative, Zulu-based Inkatba 
Movement and South Africa's 
biggest anti-apartheid group, the 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF), lie behind the carnage. 

Support for the two move- 
ments overlaps in Natal, home of 
South Africa's six-million-strong 
Zulu tribe. 

City Press, a Johannesburg 
newspaper widely read by blacks, 
said restoring peace in the area 
was a matter of life and death. 
Quoting British wartime leader 
Winston Churchill, it said: “If we 
quarrel, our children are un- 


done.” 

The editorial reflected mowing 
concern among blacks that the 
internecine violence was sowing 
the seeds of conflict in any future 
black-ruled South Africa. 

Church groups estimate that 
280 people have died as daily 
stabtangs, shootings and burnings 
turned townships around the 
tranquil market town of Pieter- 
maritzburg into South Africa's 
most notorious killing field. 

Police said five men died on 
Saturday in clashes between two 
groups in Mpumuza township, 
three men were stabbed to death 
in nearby Deda and a 13-year-old 
youth and a man died of stab 
wounds elsewhere in the duster 
of poverty-stricken townships 
near Pietermaritzburg. 

The Gty Press commented on 
the bloodletting: “It has serious 
implications for the post-apar- 


theid South Africa all men and 
women of goodwill dream about 
“In the past months Maritz- 
burg (Pietermaritzburg) has slow- 
ly been slipping onto the road of 
anarchy. This road of no return 
looms large before black South 
Africa if we cannot find a remedy 
to what is happening in Maritz- 
burg." 

Gty Press said Inkatha leader 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi and 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu were 
fighting a war of words rather 
than seeking solutions. 

Tutu, who has tried to mediate 
in the fighting, appealed last 
week to ail sides to end what he 
termed a ghastly spiral of revenge 
killings. 

Buthelezi, who says Tutu is 
.sympathetic to the UDF, accused 
him of being linked with the 
“labyrinth of intrigue which pur- 
posefully sets out of perpetuate 
the violence.” 

Efforts to negotiate peace have 
so for been dogged by distrust 
between Inkatha and the UDF, 
which both oppose apartheid but 
dash over tactics. 


U.S. reportedly testing SDI laser 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
military has begun top-secret 

S ound tests of a powerful laser to 
: launched into space in the 
1990s as part of the “Star Wars" 
missile defence system, the New 
York Times reported on Sunday. 

The newspaper quoted a 
spokesman for the air force 
weapons laboratory in Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico, as saying the 
first test involved the cold flow of 
fuel through the laser. 

Later in the test, the gasses will 
be ignited, the Times quoted J. 
Richard Garcia as saying. The 
laboratory manages the program- 
me for the Pentagon's Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI) Orga- 
nisation. 

“It achieved what we wanted," 
Garcia said. 

SDI, more commonly known 
as Star Wars, is President 
Reagan’s programme for a space- 


based shield against missiles. 

The two milli on watt laser is 
one of the most expensive and 
controversial aspects of the plan, 
the Times said. 

Its launching would be Amer- 
ica’s first deployment of a space 
laser powerful enough to damage 
or destroy orbiting targets. 

The laser is certain to intensify 
disputes over whether the United 
States would violate the anti- 
ballistic missile treaty by testing it 
in space, the newspaper said. 

Meanwhile President Reagan 
on Saturday called on the U.S. 
Senate to quickly ratify the treaty 
he signed last month with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to eli- 
minate short and medium-range 
nuclear missiles. 

In his first weekly radio address 
of 1988, Mr. Reagan said die 
intermediate nudear forces treaty 
banning U.S. and Soviet missiles 


with a range of 500 to 5,500 
kilometres, added up to “a good 
deal for the United States and its 
allies and a step toward a more 
secure peace for the entire 
world." 

He urged the Senate to move 
quickly to ratify the treaty, a step 
which is required undeT the U.S. 
constitution before it can take 
effect. 

Mr. Reagan also appealed to 
the Senate to accept iris nomina- 
tion of Judge Anfoony Kennedy 
for the Supreme Court. The Sen- 
ate is exprcted to confirm Ken- 
nedy early this year in the third 
attempt to replace Lewis Powell 
who retired last summer. 

“The Supreme Court has been 
one justice short for many 
months now,” Mr. Reagan said. 
“So I urge the Senate to confirm 
Judge Kennedy with ail due 
speed.” 


U.K. bans publication of some 
material from ex-agent’s book 


LONDON (AP) - The govern 
ment has wou an interim injunc- 
tion banning a second newspaper 
from publishing sensitive material 
from a book by ex-agent Anthony 
Cavendish. 

The latest legal moves sparked 
renewed protests from editors 
and opposition politicians that 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er's government is using pre-pub- 
lication injunctions to destroy 
press freedom. 

High Court Judge Sir Paul 
Kennedy barred the Sunday 
Times from publishing material 
affecting security or Cavendish’s 
work in East Bloc countries in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s for 
MI6, which gathers foreign in- 
telligence. On Friday, the gov- 
ernment obtained an injunction 
against the Observer. 

But lawyers for the two papers 
claimed a “small victory" when 
Kennedy lifted a blanket ban on 
reporting any material from 
Cavendish's book, “inside intelli- 
gence." The judge said the 
Observer and the Sunday Times 
can print extracts not dealing with 


security or intelligence matters. 

The government obtained an 
interim injunction against the 
Observer on Friday after arguing 
that Cavendish broke a formal 
vow never to reveal details of his 
intelligence work and claiming 
that publication would damage 
national security. 

Cavendish abandoned a two- 
year battle to publish the book 
after the government threatened 
legal action, but be sent 500 
privately printed copies to friends 
as Christmas presents. 

The battle over the memoirs of 
former intelligence agents began 
in 1985 when Britain started court 
preceedings in Australia to halt 
publication of Spycatcher by for- 
mer intelligence officer Peter 
Wright, using the same secrecy 
argument. 

Britain lost in lower courts and 
is taking its fight to Australia's 
highest court, though Spycatcher 
was published in Australia in 
October and is a bestseller. It has 
also fought expensive legal bat- 
tles in New Zealand and Hong 
Kong to ban the book. 
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EASTS TANGLED WEB 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
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• 98 

9KQ106 

0A873 

• AftQ 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
19 Pan 1 • Pan 
8 NT Pan 8 NT Pass 
Pass Pisa 

Opening lead: Jack of* 


There is a gamut of deceptive 
plays Involving elaborate 
faisecards and other maneuvers. 
Equally effective, however, are 
those strategies that can be as sim- 
ple as refusing to win a trick when 
it is offered. South fell victim to 
such a trap on today's hand 
Bwau at of his primary controls 
an d bod y. South felt his hand was 
too strong for an opening bid of one 
no trump. Aa a result, he stretched 
a trifle tor his jump to two no 


trump over his partner's one^spade 
response. North's raise to game 
‘Was automatic. 

West led the top of his club se- 
quence, and declarer could count 
only five sure winners outside of 
the spade suit It seemed a 


straightforward matter to develop 
four spade tricks, so declarer ran 
the nine of spades at trick two. 
East followed low without a mo- 
ment's hesitation. Impressed by 
the "success" of his finesse, South 
repeated it and East won with his 
now bare queen. That left declarer 
severed from dummy, and eventu- 
ally he had to be satisfied with six 
tricks when he went after dia- 
monds rather than hearts. 

Some observers felt South would 
have done better had he overtaken 
the nine of spades with dummy’s 
ten in an attempt to make the de- 
fenders think he held a singleton. 
However, it is unlikely that anyone 
would jump to two no trump with a 
singleton in partner's suit; regard- 
less, if East was good enough to 
duck the nine of spades, he would 
probably have done the same thing 
even had an honor been played 
from the table. 

Can we really censure declarer 
for repeating the spade finesse 
rather than trying to drop the 
queen? The odds favored a 4-2 
split. 


2 more 

candidates killed 
in Philippines 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Gunmen shot dead two candi- 
dates in separate incidents, rais- 
ing to 20 the number of candi- 
dates slain during the campaign 
for the Jan. 18 regional elections, 
officials said Sunday. 

As pre-election tension 
mounted, another candidate for 
mayor of a Manila suburb said he 
bad received a death threat. 

Also, Vice President Salvador 
Laurel warned that voting, 
already postponed in some areas, 
may have to be delayed in other 
areas because of threats from 
Communist rebels. 

In the latest bloodshed, police 
said Inocencio Feras, 55, an 
opposition mayoral candidate in 
the Mindanao town of Roxas, 
was shot dead Saturday by a lone 
gunman, who escaped. 

Mr. Feras was a former mayor 
of Roxas, 720 kilometres south of 
Manila. 

He was the fourth candidate 
slain in Mindanao's Zamboanga 
peninsula in a spate of killings 
which began last week, police 
said. 

Also Saturday, gunmen killed 
town council candidate Gabriel 
Hinolan as he sat on a podium at 
a campaign rally in escalante, 505 
kilometres south of Manila. He 
was a pro-government candidate. 

Hinolan 's killers also escaped, 
police said. 

Voters will choose provincial 
governors, mayors, council mem- 
bers and other local officials in 
this month's election. 

Meanwhile, Jose Mari Gon- 
zalez, a mayoral candidate in the 
Manila suburb, of Mandaluyong, 
said a written death threat was 
delivered to Mm in a gift box 
along with a grenade and a round 
of M-16 ammunition on New 
Year’s Eve. He is a candidate of 
Mr. Laurel’s UNIDO party. 

Meanwhile hundreds of 
mounting relatives shouting “jus- 
tice for the death" marched 
through Manila on Sunday with 
the remains of 40 of the estimated 
2,000 victims of the world’s worst 
peacetime sea tragedy. 

The mourners, numbering ab- 
out 500, were demanding com- 
pensation for relatives of all the 
victims of the sinking of the feny 
Dona Paz, and were escorted by 
police to a navy ship at Manila 
docks for a return journey to 
home provinces-’ 


NATO 

summit 

planned 


LONDON (AP) — The leaders 
of NATO’s 16 member nations 
are to meet in March for a sum- 
mit about European Defence in 
the wake of U.S. arms reduc- 
tions, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

The newspaper said the meet- 
ing will be the first of its kind in 
six years and that North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
heads of government have met 
only twice in the past 10 years. 

The newspaper said the meet- 
ing “aims to coordinate the 
alliance's policy on arms cuts and 
quieten fears that the United 
States will reduce its commitment 
to Europe" as it pulls out in- 
termediate-range nuclear missiles 
in accordance with a pact signed 
in December by U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“Its purpose is also to reassure 
public opinion in Western 
Europe that NATO is in full 
agreement and not on a slippery 
slope toward nuclear disarma- 
ment,” the newspaper said. 

“Pressure for the summit has 
come largely from the Euro- 
peans, with Mrs. (British Prime 
Minister Margaret) Thatcher and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West 
Germany leading the way.” said 
the Sunday Times. 

“The European leaders believe 
a summit is essential, not only to 
endorse the medium-range treaty 
signed in Washington last month, 
but also to ensure that the super- 
powers' rush toward arms control 
does not leave Western Europe at 
a disadvantage.” 

In a separate development, 
London's Sunday -Express re- 
ported the United States plans to 
cancel millions of dollars of de- 
fence spending that had been 
planned to be spent in Britain in 
1988. 

The newspaper said the cuts 
will be announced on Wednesday 
and that they will be the “tip of 
the iceberg." 

The report said the cuts will 
include $130 million from the 
S564 million allotted for develop- 
ing a new version of the British 
Hawker Harrier “jump jet" that 
the United States also uses. ' 
There will also be cuts in build- 
ings at American bases in Britain, 
the report said. 

It added: “Though the savings 
are tiny in relation to the huge 
cost of maintaining American 
forces in Europe, they will cer- 
tainly provoke unease throughout 
NATO, especially as similar cuts 
are being imposed on American 
bases in West Germany and 
Italy.” 

A British Defence Ministry 
spokesman said the ministry was 
unaware of such cuts and Britain 
still intended to carry out its part 
of the Harrier project 


50 Brazilian gold miners 
said killed during protest 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) - Min- 
ers' leaders said at least 50 pros- 
pectors died in a cl ash with milit- 
ary police in a gold-rush town in 
northern Brazil, but police put 
tbe death toll at three. 

“I have never heard of a mas- 
sacre equal to this in Brazfl," 
Joao Tadeu, a union official at 
the gold-mining site of Sena 
Pelada, said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“There are at least 50 dead," 
he said on Saturday. 

However, a federal police 
spokesman, Wilson Alfredo Per- 
petuo, sent to Serra Pelada to 
investigate Tuesday's incident, 
said the official death toll was 
three but there were rumours of 
many more dead in the area in 
the Amazon Basin, some 1300 
kilometres north west of Brasilia. 

He said police used force to 
end a miners' blockade of a road 
and rail bridge over the Tocantins 
River near foe Serra Pelada ate. 
The miners were trying to press 
foe government to release funds 
to make the dangerous Serra 
Pelada pit safer. 

Tadeu said armed police 


charged the 5,000 miners on the 
bridge from both sides and 
opened fire. He said many 
jumped into the river, 80 metres 
below. 

Initial reports from the remote 
area spoke of only two dead. 
Nelson Marabuto, a member of a 
congressional inquiry into Serra 
Pelada, has alleged that nearly 
100 miners died. 

Mr. Marabuto, a former presi- 
dent of the National Indian 
Agency Funai, has made state- 
ments to foe press accusing Para 
State Governor Helio Gueiros of 
being responsible for the deaths. 

Mr. Gueiros said on Saturday 
that Mr. Marabuto's allegations 
“do not deserve to be taken 
seriously.” 

Difficult communications with 
Serra Pelada made it difficult for 
journalists to gather information. 
One local radio station went off 
foe air after foe dash. 

Fifteen months ago there were 
about 40,000 men and their fami- 
lies living at Serra Pelada, foe 
most famous symbol of Brazil's 
gold rush. 


Nkomo becomes senior 
minister in Zimbabwe 


HARARE (R) — President 
Robert Mugabe has completed a 
series of political and constitu- 
tional changes by bringing former 
opposition leader Joshua Nkomo 
back into Zimbabwe’s cabinet. 

Announcing foe government 
shuffle on Saturday, Mr. Mugabe 
said Mr. Nkomo would be one of 
three senior ministers^ foe presi- 
dent's office, overseeing several 
ministries, including local govern- 
ment and rural and urban de- 
velopment. 

“we are now trying to consoli- 
date national unity by working 
together,” Mr. Nkomo said. 

Mr. Mugabe became Zim- 
babwe's first executive president 
on New Year's Eve. The post of 
prime minister, which he had 
neld since independence seven 
years ago, was abolished. 

Mr. Nkomo’s return follows 


foe merger of foe country's two 
main political parties, whose 
intermittent rivalry dated back to 
their leaders’ uneasy alliance as 
guerrilla chiefs fighting white set- 
tler rule in foe breakaway British 
colony of Rhodesia. 

Under the new set-up. the for- 
mer opposition leader will rank 
just behind Vice-President Simon 
Muzenda, Mr. Mugabe's deputy. 

The shuffle gave additional 
powers to Finance Minister Ber- 
nard Chidzero, who wQl oversee 
all economic ministries and plan- 
ning. 

Mr. Mugabe gave the defence 
portfolio, which he had held him- 
self, to Enos Nkala. a bitter 
enemy of Mr. Nkomo believed to 
have opposed the merger of the 
ruling ZANU-PF with Mr. Nko- 
mo's PF-ZAPU. 


1,200 evacuated after oil 
spill into U.S. river 


JEFFERSON, Pennsylvania (R) 
— A massive ofl spill from a 
factory near Pittsburgh stretched 
along 24 kilometres of the 
Monongahela River has forced 
the evacuation of 1,200 people 
because of foe risk of fire, offi- 
cials said on Sunday. 

“There’s been a catastrophic 
release of heating oil type fuel," 
Fire Department spokesman Bob 
Ferguson said. “The storage tank 
collapsed and dumped this stuff 
all over the place.” 

He said foe tank contained 


three million gallons (11,356300 
litres) of heating oil but not all 
had spilled into foe river. 

A Coast Guard spokesman said 
a million-gallon (3,785,400-litre) 
petrol tank next to the ruptured 
tank had also leaked some fuel 
into foe river. The cause of foe 
leaks on Saturday evening was 
not known. 

About l-,200 people were 
evacuated from the area because 
of foe possibility of fire, police 
said, although below-freezing 
weather reduced the danger. 


Japan to build carrier to protect sea lanes 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s De- 
fence Agency is considering de- 
velopment of an aircraft earner 
and a destroyer equipped with 
foe sophisticated Aegis missile 
system to protect its sea lanes, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The Yomiuri Shim bun said it 
obtained a document showing foe 
Defence Agency plans to build an 
aircraft earner modeled on the 
Invincible dass used by the Brit- 
ish Navy. 


The plan details the perform- 
ance capabilities of foe vessel, 
which would have a displacement 
of 16,000 tons and could provide 
a vertical takeoff and landing 
platform for eight to 10 fighter 
jets, foe paper said. 

The Invincible dass provides 
command, control and com- 
munications facilities as well as 
facilities for aircraft. 

The mass-circulation newspap- 


er said foe carrier would be de- 
veloped after Japan introduces a 
destroyer equipped with the 
Aegis missile system, which can 
attack multiple targets simul- 
taneously. 

In December foe government 
approved a fiscal 1988 budget 
which allocates S3 1 million tor" 
downpayment on an Aegis sys- 
tem, estimated to cost $1.1 bil- 
lion. 


2 quakes shake southern California 


PASADENA, California (AP) — 
A small earthquake rumbled be- 
neath a desert area Saturday 
hours after an aftershock of the 
Oct. 1 quake shook a Los 
Angeles suburb, authorities said. 

No damage was reported 
Saturday. 

A temblor measuring 3.9 on foe 


Richter Scale rocked foe desert 
community of Yucca Valley, 160 
kilometres east of Los Angeles, 
about 11:40 a.m. (1940 GMT). 

Earlier, an aftershock of the 
big Oct. 1 quake rattled part of 
foe San Gabriel Valley, about 24 
kilometres north east of Los 


Angeles. The 3:52 a.m. (1152 
GMT) a temblor measured 3.2 on. 
the Richter Scale, said Robert’ 
Finn, spokesman for the Califor- 
nia Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena. 

Local sheriff's stations did not 
report any damage in either foe 
quake or aftershock Saturday. 


U.S. aides to hold talks with Afghan rebels 

W A ClJTVnTOM /AB\ t\ .... . . . . ... ... 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 
high-ranking U.S. officials left 
Saturday for Pakistan, where 
■they wiO hold talks on issnes 
including Afghanistan, the State 
Department said. 

Undersecretary of State 
Michael Armacost was accompa- 
nied by Robert Oakley, Middle 
Hast director of the National 
Security Council staff, said State 
Department spokesman Rudi 
Boone. 

The State Department said last 
week that the officials would dis- 
cuss a wide range of issues, but 
“certainly there will be a large 
emphasis on Afghanistan.” 

The Washington Post reported 
in Sunday’s editions that Mr. 
Armacost has asked to see senior 
Afghan resistance leaders in 


Pakistan, including Mauiavi 
Yunis Khalis, chairman of foe 
Islamic Alliance of Afghan Mu- 
jahedeen. 

The newspaper, quoting admi- 
nistration officials, said President 
Ronald Reagan sent a message 
reassuring the rebel leaders that 
the United States will continue 
and even strengthen its support 
for foe resistance fighters as long 
as the Soviet Union continues to 
press its battle in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Reagan met with Khalis 
and several other Afghan resist- 
ance leaders at foe White House 
last month, and mad e a similar 
pledge of U.S. sup 

Last week, the president 
marked the eighth anniversary of 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanis- 
tan by calling upon foe Soviet 


Union to “promptly and irrevoc- 
ably” withdraw its forces from 
Afghanistan. 

The United States has long 
pressed for Soviet withdrawal, 
and Mr. Reagan brought the sub- 
ject up during his summit meeting 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev last month, urging him to 
set a timetable for disengage- 
ment. 

Mr. Armacost said Mr. Gor- 
bachev declined to provide foe 
United States with a timetable, 
but offered to curb Red Army 
actions once foe pullout starts. 

“He said they would not en- 
gage in military operations except 
self-defence, ” Mr. Armacost said 
on Dec. 22. “It was something, as 
far as I am aware, that they have 
never said before." 
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Reagan gives award to Bob Hope 

PALM DESERT. California (R) - President Reagan pad 
tribute to American comedian Bob Hope on Saturday ajgfcL 
presenting him with the fim ‘‘America’s Hope” Award m bcaour 
of a “fifenme of service and achievement” ’Tt is appropriate that 
the first award should go to a gentleman who has practised foe 
liveliest of arts — comedy — for over six happy decades,” Mr. 
Reagan said. He said the 84-year-old British-born comedians 
name described his life, “aad where there is life there is hope,” 
Reagan spoke to political and Hollywood celebrities at foe 
dedication of a S2u million Bob Hope Cultural Centre in foe 
Californian town of Palm Desert. Mr. Reagan is on holiday in 
nearby Palm Springs. “Naming a cultural centre for me is like 
naming a monastery for Gary Hart," Hope said, alluding to foe 
Democratic presidential contender who returned to the race after 
dropping out when his relationship with model Donna Rice was 
publicised. 

Australian woman burns children, herself 

MELBOURNE (R) — A woman burnt herself and her two 
children to death after dousing tbe three of them with petrol in 
their backyard, Australian police said on Sunday- They said the 
woman, in her thirties, and a one-year-old daughter were found 
dead on Saturday in Melbourne's St. Albans suburb. A seven* 
year-old daughter died in hospital on Sunday. Police did not 
release the names of the dead and said the woman had recently 
Men out with her common law husband. 

Bodies of slaves boned alive discovered 

PEKING (R) — Archaeologists have found tombs in the suburbs 
of Shanghai containing foe bodies of four slaves who were buried 
alive when their masters died 4300 years ago. The discovery is the 
earliest known example in China of such burials and indicates that 
slavery began at least 400 years earlier than previously thought, 
the New China News Agency said on Sunday. In one of the three 
tombs, dated to foe IJangzbu culture, two bodies lay under the 
feet of a third. Tbe two tad their bands tied hehind them, tbehr 
legs twisted and beads angled upwards. “This discovery seems to 
conjure a scene of foe buried struggling, resisting, calling for 
help," tbe agency said. Jade ornaments, believed to be sy mbols of 
power, adorned the remains of tbe bodies believed to be those of 
foe slave masters. 

China brewing too much beer 

PEKING (R) — China, traditionallv a nation of tea-drinkers, is 
brewing too much beer. The China Daily Business Weekly said on 
Sunday the country had learned into sixth place among world beer 
producers by brewing over five million tonnes in 1 987, an increase 
of more than a quarter over 1986. Zheiiang province in eastern • 
China was in danger of failing to produce enough grain to eat 
because farmers were growing more and more barley for beer. 
“Some specialists have called for a check on growing beer 
production, warning it may cause excessive cuts in output of grain 
which is in short supply in China.” the newspaper said. Fast 
growing demand for beer has caused unchecked expansion of 
production and poorer quality in some areas. Ministry erf 
Commerce officials said. 

Trapped women survive on peanuts 

SPRINGERVILLE. Arizona fR) — Two women trapped for 10 
days in their snowbound car in a remote part of eastern Arizona 
survived on peanuts and a bread roll, police said. Lisa Batzaao. 
18, and Janri Goldman, 19, were found on Saturday by snow- 
mobile riders in Apache National Forest south east of Springervil- 
le, police said. Thev were flown to hospital near the state capital 
of Phoenix, where they were being treated for frostbite. The pair, 
last seen on Dec. 23 on their way home from a ski trip, took a 
wrong turn and became stuck in snow 9,500 feet (2,900 metres) up 
a mountain road closed for foe winter, a police spokesman saw. 
They survived sub-zero temperatures by staying inside their car 
dressed in ski clothes. They had a bread roll ana a bag of peanuts 
with them, he said. 

Cicciolina bids for party leadership 

BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — Italy’s Radical Party, which led the 
battle for legalisation of divorce and abortion in the 1970s, 
opened its annual Congress Saturday with its most celebrated 
exponent, stripper ana blue-movie actress Cicdoiina, as a 
candidate for the party leadership. Announcing her candidacy, 
Cicciolina, whose victorious topless campaign for parliament last 
year made her an international celebrity, said: “I win sympathy 
and this reflects on the party.” Posters at foe 34fo Congress 
displayed foe new Radical logo, featuring the face of Mahatma 
Gandhi in place of the old symbol of a fist clenching a rose. “With 
all respect for Gandhi, maybe I’d do better,” said 37-year-old 
Cicciolina, whose real name is Ilona Staller. The Hungarian bora 
star of hard-core porno films said, however, that she does not 
intend to run for foe leadership if the current secretary. Giovanni 
Negri, stays in office. 

Pasternak’s name 4 cleared of slander’ 

MOSCOW (AP) — Poet and author Yevgeny Yevtushenko, said 
foe late wnter Boris Pasternak’s name has been cleared of slander 
Sowet urnon and there should be no doubt he deserved foe 
1958 Nobd Pnze for Literature. Pasternak, who died in official 
disgrace in 1960, rejected the prestigious award under pressure 
from foe Soviet government. His sole novel. Doctor Zhivago was ' 
criticised in foe Soviet Union because it allegedly sympathised 
with foe aristocracy uprooted by foe 1917 Bolshevik Revolution 
and foe four years ofavil war that followed. In the past two years, - 
Pasternak has been fully rehabilitated under Mikhail Gorbachev's 
reforms that encourage reassessment of past official attitudes. 
Yevtushenko made his comments in a New Year’s Day intervier 
with foe official TASS news agency. “There sh^d^ be™ 
ambiguity about the question of Pasternak’s Nobel Prize hi 
earned it with his entire life and work,” Yevtushenko said. 

Australian bicentennial kicks off 

SYDNEY , Australia (AP) — Most Australians began celehratini 
foe bicentennial of foe continent’s settlement by Europeans bu 
aboriginal activists began what they call a year of mounting 
Wreaths were thrown on the beach where British explorer Cant 
James Cook landed in 1770. 18 yean before the arrival of Britisi 
ronvuj ships began foe continent's colonisation. Prime Minfetei 
Bob Hawke was heckled by aborigines, who make up about ran 
per cent of Australia’s population of 16 million. Millions o: 
Australians ended the day watching “Australia Live — A 
Celebration Of a Nation,” a four-hour live telecast from 7( 
locations down under and around foe world that included the 
first-ever five feed from Antarctica. “Every Australian will go tc 
mg k t j°^ an ' 1 feeling good about Australia, -about foe 
last 200 years mid about foe future,” said Bob Phfflfos, coordinat- 
ing producer for -foe Channel 9 Network. 




